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October 2006

Dear Colleague

I enclose for your attention a self-explanatory Bulletin which we hope once you have read, will if you have not already done so, enable you to commit your support to the objectives set out.

Some recipients of this letter having attended the public meeting held in Liverpool on the 5th August have already indicated support for this renewed campaign.

For those receiving this letter who were not in attendance and who are quite likely unaware of this development, we especially appeal to you to bring our activities to the notice of your union branch or workplace or such organisation within which you function.

At this juncture we seek your commitment to support our efforts to secure justice for a group of fellow trade unionists who were so harshly treated by the Government of the day and the Courts that served it. These men, some no longer alive, received sentences for their part in the picketing of building sites that took place in the 1972 Building Workers Strike. No evidence was produced that could have sustained charges that they had committed any criminal acts. Instead in a blatantly political act of hostility against the working class, the men were charged under the 1875 Conspiracy Act and despite encouraging the jury of the time that no jail sentences would be dealt out, a number of those in the dock were imprisoned. Des Warren and Rick Tomlinson, because of their insistence that they were innocent of any charges and were “Political Prisoners” were forced to serve most of the sentences they received. The manner of Des Warren’s treatment robbed him of his health and Des died in April 2004 of drug induced Parkinson’s disease. For over 30 years each of those convicted have had to live with their sense of injustice that a totally unwarranted criminal record with all of the attendant difficulties has caused them

We are determined to mount a campaign involving fellow trade unionists, any supportive politicians and any relevant organisations that will support our objective of securing justice in the courts for these innocent men.

We will not succeed without widespread support. We ask you for this and will as the campaign grows ask you to assist us in raising funds to pay for the inevitable legal costs that will arise.

.We ask you to adopt the sentiments of the following resolution and urge your union/organisation to support the demand expressed: “This branch calls upon our union/organisation to support a demand that justice be obtained for all the Shrewsbury pickets falsely convicted following the 1972 Building Workers’ Strike. We call for a national open public inquiry into the trial of the pickets and for the setting up of a national committee designed to campaign to clear the names of those convicted” 

Rick Tomlinson who was jailed along with Des has expressed his fervent wish to obtain justice before he dies. Please get behind Rick and the surviving pickets and stoke up the demand for justice.

It will be greatly appreciated if you will bring this letter and the accompanying bulletin to the attention of your members and pass it on to any other colleagues in the Movement who you believe will offer support.

Send your messages of support to Mike Abbott at the above address.

Justice for the Shrewsbury Pickets Steering Group

JUSTICE FOR THE SHREWSBURY PICKETS CAMPAIGN 2006

34 years have elapsed since the 1972 Building Workers’ National Strike arising from which, 24 Trade Unionists were convicted of charges derived from the 1875 Conspiracy Act! This unprecedented hostile act perpetrated by a Tory Government against workers fighting for their rights resulted in a number of these men being handed severe prison sentences. Best known of these were the late Des Warren and Ricky Tomlinson, who became known as the “Shrewsbury 2.” Des died as a direct result of the treatment that was meted out to him during his lengthy incarceration.

Successive Governments Tory and Labour have remained unresponsive to the calls for the these perverse judgements and the draconian sentences suffered by the 24 pickets to be set aside and for the names of these decent men to be cleared. There is now a renewal of this demand and a fresh campaign has begun to attempt, even after all this time and the death of some of those involved, to secure justice within the remaining lifetime of these Trade Union Comrades who deserve to have their names cleared.

This bulletin is to convey to colleagues in the Movement the steps that have taken place so far to promote this campaign. Trade Unions, Trade Union Branches, Shop Stewards Committees, Labour Movement Organisations and individual members are hereby invited to extend  support for this worthy objective and you are invited to attend or send delegates to the next public meeting, which we will shortly publicise.

Events to Date:

· A number of former colleagues of Des Warren and Rick Tomlinson, assisted by some fellow trade unionists arranged public meetings firstly in Bolton on Friday 4th August and at the Casa in Liverpool the following day. These were successful meetings attended by a broad based cross section of trade union members, officers and shop stewards. At the Liverpool meeting a commemorative plaque was unveiled in honour of Des Warren. Des’s son Andy and sister Kath were present for this ceremony.

· The Liverpool meeting culminated in a consensus to support the development of this campaign. The following resolution was adopted: “This meeting demands justice for all the ‘Shrewsbury’ pickets falsely convicted following the 1972 building workers’ strike. We call for a national open public inquiry into the trial of the pickets and for a national committee to be set up from this meeting, whose prime aim is to campaign for this.” A collection was made and a list of those attending was made, to who this progress bulletin is to be circulated amongst others who have since expressed support.

· On the 23rd September a meeting was held at the Casa in Hope Street, Liverpool, the purpose of which was to determine how best the Campaign might be taken forward and to ensure that the initial decisions taken at the public meetings were acted upon. It was recognised that attendance at this meeting was depleted due to the demonstrations taking place that day at the Labour Party Conference. The following decisions were then made:

1. Steering Group: Those attending agreed to act as a Steering Group who will function until such time that a larger and more widely representative committee can be elected at a future public meeting. One of the Steering Group’s tasks to be the organisation of the next public meeting. It was agreed that this should if possible be held in North Wales where most of the 1972 picketing activities occurred. It was further agreed that it was desirable to secure a date when Ricky Tomlinson is available as both guest speaker and of course as one of the men who has expressed a determination to have his name cleared.

2.  Establishment of an “Acting Campaign Secretary”
. Mike Abbott who has been a main initiator of this revived campaign agreed to act in this capacity. This was agreed; it being further agreed that a dedicated mobile telephone will be held by the Secretary to provide a point of contact. This has now been obtained the number being: 07907307853.

3. Funds:
It was acknowledged that no campaign can proceed without the benefit of adequate funding. If such funding was to be obtained via donations from the Trade Union and Labour Movement, full accountability must be visible from the off. A Treasurer will need to be elected as a priority and ongoing statements of accounts must be provided at each meeting held. Also, contact will need to be made with Brother Dave Ayres who addressed the Liverpool meeting and who is still a trustee of the Des Warren Trust Fund.

4. Aims and Objectives:
It was agreed that these must be explicitly defined if it were to be expected that financial support should be forthcoming. In essence the declaration of seeking justice for the pickets wrongly convicted seems straightforward enough, but it was felt that more needs to be stated. Apart from the obvious costs accruing from administration, postage, travel etc the largest potential cost would be that charged by the Legal Profession who at some stage must inevitably take the legal arguments forward. It was agreed that Mike Abbott and Harry Chadwick will liaise with Ricky Tomlinson, for the purpose of gaining some understanding on what the legal processes might entail. Once this is done it is expected that a clearer position of the extent of the task will emerge.

5. Consent of the Surviving Pickets: With the passage of time it was noted that contact has been lost with many of those convicted. Bereavements have occurred and it was deemed most important that every effort be made to locate the surviving pickets to obtain their endorsement, and where possible participation in the renewed Campaign. Arthur Murray, one of the victimised men will assist in this regard.

6. Update Bulletin: It was agreed to produce and circulate this update bulletin, it being further agreed that the next meeting of this Steering Group will be held at the Casa at 10.30 am on Saturday 14th October 2006. Will those circulate who are willing to make themselves available for participation in the Steering Group activities please attend this meeting or make contact with Mike Abbott? The names presently regarded as Steering Group participants are: Mick Abbott, Harry Chadwick, Arthur Murray, Ritchie Hunter, Terry Teague, John Sheridan, Gale Stevenson, Eddie Roberts, Tony Abbott, Terry Abbott, Sid Fenlon, Liz Leister and John McDonough.  It is hoped that a date for the next public meeting can be determined at the meeting on the 14th October.

I hope you will do all possible to support this Campaign and I look forward to working with you to secure a successful outcome to our endeavours.

Mike Abbott

Acting Secretary

Contact Number: 07907307853


Shrewsbury website pending

at present go to www.billhunterweb.org.uk 
