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Svyazhsk

BY LARISSA

Editor's Note: Symbol of the inter- take part in everything.
national characlier of the October re-
volution is Larissa Reissner, daughter
o! a Polish mother and a German—
Easl Elblan—landowner; she was born

May 1, 1885, in Vilna (Poland), edu-
cated In Germany and France; before

her 22nd birthday she was an oul-

REISSNER

In a few
y brief years, she became a writer of
the fArst rank. But after coming
unscathed through fire and water,
this Pallas of the revolution sudden-
ly burned up with typhus in the
peaceful surrqundings of Moscow,
before she was even thirty."

| Elsewhere Trotsky ranks her with
. Isaak Babel as the greatest writers of
| the civil war period—a ‘remarkable tri-

standing Ngure in the Rmian revol-  phute to a girl to whom Russian was a

ution, &

Trotsky, in "My Life'’, writes of her
in his chapter on Svyazhsk:

“‘Larissa Reissner, who called lvan

Nikitich (Smirnov) ‘the con-

science of Svyazhsk,” was her self
prominent in the Fifth army, as well

as in the revolution as a whole. This

fine young woman flashed across the
revolutionary sky flike a burning
meteor, blinding many. With her
appearance of aan Olympian goddess,

she gombined a subtie and ironical |

mind and the courage of a warrior.
After the capture ot Kazan by the
Whites, she went into the enemy
camp to reconnoitre, oisguised as a
peasant woman. But her appearance
was too extraordinary, and she was
arrested. While she was being
cross-examined by a Japanese in-
telligence officer, she took advanlage
of an interval to slip through the
carelessly guarded door .and dis-
appear. After that, she engaged in
intelligence work. Later, she sailed
on war-boats and took part . in bat-

tles. Her sketches about the civil
war are literature. With equal
gusto, she would write about the

Ural industries and the rising of the
workers in the Ruhr. She was anx-
jous to know and to see all, and to

! foreign language, acquired in matur-
ity. F

“The Front'', a collection of her
civil war sketches, from which
‘'Svyazhsk'' is taken, was enormously
popular with the Soviet masses. The
various districts of the Communist
Party—Moscow, Leningrad, the Urals,
etc.—vied with each other in bringing
| it out in scores of editions. A larger
collection of her work, *‘Oktober: Aus-
gewaehlte Schriften’’, was brought
out in Germany by the official Comin-
tern publishing house as late as 1830,
with an introduction by Radek written
in 1926, the year she died. It was
not until Stalin's 50th birthday (Dec-
ember 21, 1929' and the publication on
that date of Voroshilov's “‘Stalin and
{ the Red Army'' that the falsification
of the history of the civil war began
| with full force. Now, of course, Lar-
issa Reissner's sketches are forbidden
literature in the Soviet Union, for their
unforgettable portraits of the civil war
leaders murdered by Stalin are a com-
plete refutation of the Stalinist falsi-
fications.

With this sketch of “‘Svyazhsk'', we
begin the publication of her work for
: the first time in England. The trans-
| lation is by John G. Wright and Amy
“Jensen.

Whenever two comrades who worked”
togothor in tho yeaur 1918, fought be-

noath  Kazgan against  the Czecho-
slovikse and then in the Urals or at
samara and Tsaritsin,
agiin many years later one of them is
bound to ask after tho Arst few ques-
tians;

“Remember Svynzhsk?’  And thoy
will clasp each other's bhand agam.

Whaut I8 Svyashsk? Today it is a
Jogond, one of the revolutionary leg-
ends which still remain unchronicled
but which are bemg retold over and
over agwin from one ond to another
uf this Iussian vastness. Not one of
the demobilised Red Avmy“moen from
among thafold -timoers, the fousders of
the Workers' and Weasants Army,
dpon retdrseg home and remimiscing
whesst, the three years of Civil War will
skip ovir the fabulous epic of Svyaz-
sk, the cross-ronds wheénce the tide
of the revolptionary offensive started
rolling on all four sides, On the east
_townrds the Urals. On the south—
toward the Caspian shores, the Cau-
casus and the borders of Persia. On
the north toward Archangel and Po-
land., Not all together, of course; nor
simultancously. Dut it was only aiter
Svyazhsk and " Kazan that the Red
Armny became crystallised mto those
fighting and ]lufl‘lil‘ill forms which,
atter undergoing ehange and being per-
fected, hgve become classic for the
RS.FSR.

On August 6 (1918° numerous I.mnul_v
organised regiments fled” from Kazan;
anid the best among them, the class-
conscions section, clung to Svyazhsk,
haltod there and decided to make a
stand and fight. By the time the mobe
of desorters fleeing from Kazan had
almost reach Nizhny Novgored, the
dam erocted at Svyazhsk bhad already
balted the Czechoslovaks; and their
general who tried to take the railroad
bridge across the Volga by storm was
killod during the night attack. Thus
in the very first clash between the
Whites who had just taken Kazan and
consequently were stronger in morale
und  equipment, and the core of the
lted Army seeking to "defend the
bridge-head across tlrn- Volga, the head
of thd Czechoslovak offensive was lop-
ped off. They lost their most popular
and gifted leader in General Blagotich.
Neither the Whites, flushed by their
recent victory, nor the Reds rallying

round Svyazhsk bad any inkling of the
historical importance that their initial
trial skirmishes would have.

It is extremely difficult to convey the

chinoe to meet military importance of Svyazhsk with-

tout having the necessary materials at
| hand, without a map, and without the
testimony of those comrades who were
in the ranks of the Fifth Ariny st that
time. Much has already been for-
gotten by me; faces and names flit by
as in a fog. But there is something
that no one will ever forget and that
is: feeling of supreme respessibil-
ity for holding Svynshek.e This was
the bond betwesn all its defenders from
a membier of the Revolutionary Mili-
tary Council to the last Red rank and
filer in desperate search [or his some-
where extant, retreating regiment,
who suddenly turned back and faced
Kazan in order to fight to the last,
with worn-out rifle in hand and fanatic
determination in s heart. The situ-
ation was understood by everyone as
follows: Another step backward would
open the Volga to the enemy down to
Nizhny (Novgorod) and thus the road
to Moscow.

Further retreat meant the beginning
of the end; the death sentence on the
Republic of the Soviets,

How correct this is from a strategic
point of view, I know not. Perhaps
the Army if rolled back even further
might have gathered into a similar fist
on one of the innumerable black dots
which speckle the map and thence-
forth carried ‘its banners to victory.
But indubitably it was correct from
the standpoint of morale. And insofar
as a retreat from the Volga meant a
complote collapse at that time, to that
extent the possibility of holding out,
with one’'s hack against the bridge,
imbued us with a real hope.

The ethics of the revelution formu-
lated the complex situation succinctly
as follows:,To retreat is to have the
Cbechs in Nizhny and in Moscow. No
surrender of Svyazhsk and the bridge
means the reconquest of Kazan by the
Red Army.

THE ARRIVAL OF TROTSKY'S
TRAIN,

It was, T believe, either on the third
or fourth day after the fall of Kazan
that Trotsky arrived at Svyvazhsk. His
train came to a determined stop at the
little station: his locomotive panted a
little, was uncoupled, and departed to
drink wateg, but did not return. The
cars remained -standing in a row as

]

SPLIT IN
CHINESE. C.P.

An AP dispatch from
Chungking on July 7 quoted
a government spokesman as
saying that the dissolution of
the Comintern had caused a
split in the Chinese Com-
munist Party. One group
which favored the C. I, disso-
{ution is moving closer to the
Chiang Kai-shek government,
while the other group still
tolds to the need for inter-
nationalism, according to the
report.

immobile as the dirty straw-thatched
peasant huts and the barracks occupied
by the Fifth Army's staff, This im-
mobility  silently  underscored that
there was no place to go from here,
and that it was impermissible to leave,

Little by little the fanatical faith
that this litfle station would become
the staurting point for a counter-
offensive against Kazan hegan to take
on the shape of reality.

Every new day that this God-
forsaken, poor railway siding held ont
against the far stronger engmy; added
to its strength and raised its mood of
confidence. From somewhere in the
rear, from far-off villages in the
hinterland, came’ at first soldiers one
by one, then tiny detachments, and
finnlly military formations in a _far
better state of preservation.

[ sec it now before me, this Svyazhsk
where not a single soldier fought “under
compulsion.’”  Evervthing- that was
alive there and fighting in self-defence
—all of it was bound together by the
strongest ties of voluntary discipline,
;\-oluntur)' participation in a struggle

(Continued on page §.)

The drastic reverses suffered by the
Axis have had strong repercussions in
the camp of the ‘‘United"” Nations.
The conflict between the war policies of
Russia and the Western Powers has
been raised to a higher degree, and
with the approach of the period of a
European settlement, the conflict over
post-war aims has become increasingly
sharp and open.

Workers" International league has
consistently pointed out the irreconel-
able class difference between the Soviet
Uwion and her “‘Allies’, which l-; the
basis aof the contradiction in war and
peace aims:  Fresh confirmation of this
:|n:a]).\i\' is ||r--\'|(‘ll'l| avaery l.|u_\'.
the Soviet Umon
l‘uwrr\, uﬂ‘ll“l.'l"_\'

the Anglo-Soviet Pact,
has in fact continued —sometimes
openly, more often behind the scenes.
Moore-Brabazon's exspressed  wigh  to
] t_;i'rlllilll_\ and the Soviet Union ex-

Friction betweon
and the Western
elimmated by

v haust one another remains llfu-qnn”l‘d

as a clear statement of Anglo-U.S.
aims, That Stalin recognises this 1s
shown in the ctmpaign for opeming o |
Second Front in the West which has |
inereased in volume from 1M1 to the
present day. i

On the other side, the alarm of the
Western Powers at the prospect of a
Soviet advance into Burope was voiced
loudly this spring when the Red Army
began to smash the German army back. |
Wiallace's speech  foreshadowing  the
Third .World Wur unless agreement
with Russia was obtamed, was the most
famous example of this panic. Neither
wide trusts liln- other, and with good

reason,

CONTRADICTORY WAR POLICIES

The differvnces over war policy have
comu to n Head. No Soviet represent-
ative was present at Casablanca. At
that tame, however, Stalin hoped that
a decision would- be taken in favour of
a Second Front, so he did not complain,
The maternalisation of the Casablanca
decisions in the form of the Sicilian
invasion, but no real Second Front,
disillusioned him. The Quebec Con-
feronce on the contrary, has caused a
storm, Tass abruptly denied that the
Soviet Government had been invited
to send representatives, and the Soviet
demand fof a Second Front “‘drawing
away 50 to 60 German divisions from
the Enstern Front'' was renewed vig-
orously. Dut the main emphasis of t.EP
discussions at Quebec was Inid on the
war in the Pacific, the aerial war and
of postponement of ihe Second Front
until next spring. This, in spite of the
accepted fact that the Sovigi Unipp.
cannot suffer another winter i tu h.\
alone without irreparstie loss of mil-
liong of Russisws In the OT‘Cllllicd terri- |
tories, the disastrous effects on the
vealth of the Russian people, and a
breakdown of Russia’s already over-
strained tramsport system,

Of course! Is this not what Moore-
Brabazon advocated? Is this not what
the “Socialist Appeal’ has been say-
ing: that the albied imperialists will

to assume the role of spoarhead of
| Anglo-11.5, aggression  against the
Soviet U'nion at some future date. By

| means of the Union of Polish Patriots,

| Worker”*

time the wvasion of Europe to suit
their own imperialist interests,”

CONTRADICTORY PEACE AIMS

The struggle over peace sims 18 be-
coming sharper too, Stalin remembers
the “cordon sanitaire’” policy pursued
by the alhes after the last war—that
of creating reactionary mihtary dicta-
torships, subsidised by . “‘democratic”
capital us a buffer against the Soviet
State He is attompting to get in
first, by ecreating spheres of Soviets
influence w Kastern Furope.

As after the last war, Poland is a
key factor in the reactionary set-up
The squabble with the Polish Govern-
went i London over the _nmrllnrmi
Polish officers cloaked a far more im-
portunt issuc.  Stalin wished to dis-
crodit  this  Government, which s
thoroughly anti-Soviet and well fitted

Stalin
movement

15 attempting to baniled up a
in Poland which will serve
hig aims, The latest blow in the “‘war
of nerves” over Poland was struck by
Wianda Wasseilewsha, Chatrman of this
[Tnion, who was reported in the “‘Daily
19/5/43 as saying:

‘. .. Polish patriots active in the
resistance struggle against the'enemy
have been murdered in Poland by
order of emigre Polish circles . . ."

These actions, states Wassellewska,
have been taken in response to incite-
ments broadcast over the secret radio
station “‘Swit’' which is claimed to be
operated by the underground Polish

movement organised in connection with
Polish emigre circles in Britain.

Wasseilewska contrasts the appeals
for patience and restraint in respect to
the German occupation emitted by this
station and in many official statements
of the Polish Government in London,
with the reckless and repeated calls for
violence against leaders of the Polish
guerilla movement emitted by the same
station,

A precisely, similar situation exists
in Yugoslavia, where Stalijn has built
a strong influence by means of the

| Peoples’ Laberation Army, and contmu-

ally exposes the reactionary activities
of Mibailovich and the Yugoslav Gov-
ernment in London. The Allied mili-
tary headquarters in Cairo supports
Mihailovich's policy by issuing radie
appeals to the guerillag imstructing
them to “wait’’ for =a allied invasion,

Here the «iass alignment becomes
ohviesus.  The Dritish and American
imperinlists fear-like the plague any
extension of guerilla activity in Europe
for they know that in spite of their
Stalinist controlled I--mlvrat:ip. wherever
the guerilla armies are victorious, they
expropriate the majority of landlords
and capitalists. Though he hates and
foars the workers revolution, Stalin

finds that his objective position as head
of & Workers” Staté forces him in con-
flict wath his “allies™
evolutionary

to give support

to  the clements simce

"

In Indian

-

Trotskyists Active

Struggle

US. “MILITANT ” organ

of American Trotskyists.

perialism, writes ghe J
rourth International, wi
leatlets and a pamphiet

of the

The Bolshevik-Leninist Party, Indian section of the
Fourth International, fights on despite the bestial
repressions and totaditarian censorship of British im-

‘L'rotskyists duriug tne past year.

Thyough the leaflets ome can follow the response

/ to the revelutionary developments in
India. rhe latest of them is a leatiet issued for the
indian lndependence Lay celebration oa January 26,
1943, Amnother is a rounded political statement issued

issue ot the magazine,
is m possession of ten
pubiishea by the Indian

these are the only genmne allies of
the Soviet Union agamst the Axis and
Anglo-American  imperialism  and its
Remembermg all the time,
of course, the bureauc ¢ methods ol
Stalin, the refusal to direct the guers
illas along the road of sacialist revolu-
tion, the beheading of the genuinely
rl'\'ullltiulml‘_\' elements aond the inevit-
able switch of Stalin’s policy and horse
deal with the “‘allies” and Mihailovich
if 1t 50 suits his ends,

stooges,

Stalin is attempting to gain Czecho-
slovakin ‘as a sphere of influence hy
gigning a pact with Benes. London
showed its realisation of the meaning
of this move hy at first refusing Bencs
permission to go to Moscow! Only the

By DAVID JAMES |

I\nII e

J

|

publication of this fact, the strong dis- |

and the
disclosure of
the Soviet

this de

in  Czoch aircles,
of a tov-open
hostility towards
foveed o reversal of

content
danger
Britizh
l"ll{'”_
cision,

In the formation of the Pree German
Committen, Stalin is hunting higgl'r
game. Thore was no consultation of
Britain and America before setting it
up. In this move, Stalin hopes to
create n bastion against
imperialism in the form of a Germany
ruled by o Popular Front Government,
working in close collnboration with
Moscow, The alarm of the British
ruling elass was voiced in an article in
the “Observer'', 25/7/43: ;

But even at this moment Stalin,
cool, farsighted, and realising that
even after the madst conclusive defeat
- Germany will continue to be an im-
portant factor in European politics,
sows the seeds of future Russian-
German peace and co-operation on
realistic terms.

We have neither so far devised an
approach to Russia which would make
it superfluous for her thus to extend
her influence in Western Europe . ..
nor have we built up a similar body
of support in Europe for ourselves.
The dangers of these omissions are
obvious.""

Stalin's Policy is Futile.

Though we support the Soviet Union
against her imperialist enemies; and
although Stalin’s recent manoeuvres
represent a tendency to establish a
certain independence on the pard’ vl
the Soviet Union from hex imperialist
allies. it would W= entirely wrong to
believe 4bat these manoeuvres will
geumnely defend the Soviet Wnion and
assist the European revolution. Time
and again we have emphasised that
only the Socialist Revolution can aid
the Soviet Union. This is confirmed
though indirectly, by the Yugoslavian
oxperience.  Stalin's policy, on the
other hand, is bureaucratic through
and through. Allances with the cap-

my life
"BY LEON TROTSKY |

'DEWEY REPORT on the

Moscow Trials

Anglo-U.8, .

L

ALLIED POLICY=RIFT
'WIDENS

itglists; setting up stooge committoes
of a popular front character; mfluenc-
ing the liberation movements away
from the workers revolution into chan-
nels of Popular Frontism.

It 15 necessary to state unambigu-
ously: if this- Stalimst policy is vietor-
1ous in the coming li.‘rupv:m revolution
it will lead to disastrous defeats pro-
cisely us 1t did before the war—and
the repercussions on the Soviet Union
as grave. Only by complete
and unconditional independence ot the
European revolutionary mwvement from
the capitalist cluss can the Soviet
Union be defonded.

THE COMMUNIST PARTY

In® this crisis the Communist Party
reveals itself as usonal to be a hollow
reed.  Tied by the Anglo-Soviet Pact
to support ol British jwperialism, it
limits itveli to pleading #ith the Gov-

ernment for a Second Front. Need we
recall the two years of “‘pressure”
which have resulted in oxactly no-

thing? 'The Stalinists are even to the
right of the hiberals, whom they rebuke
for complammg about Stalin's ahsence
from Quebec:

*‘But it is unnecessary for the Press
to concern itself so much with Stalin's
absence.

It Is true that the closeness of Anglo
-American Soviet relations is lhonl?cy

“not only to victory, but to the winning

of the peace. And it is true that at
the present time these relations still
leave very much to be desired.

But the character of the present Con-
ference is quite clear. As President
Roosevelt has said, it is an Anglo-
American Conference.”

‘‘Daily Worker'', 13/8/43.

THE LIBERALS AND SOCIAL
DEMOCRATS

The liberals, led by the “News
Chronicle”, and the Soeial Democrats,
blggt pathetically that it is no good:
Stdlin  shonld bave heen at Quebec.
Fhey call for a “‘real understanding'’
between thoe Western Powers and Yoo
Soviet Union. But what hes prevented
this up to now in apite of the mutual
back-slapping and champagne orgies?
The' simple fact that between a work-
efs' state, though dogenerated and in
the grip of » reactionary bureaucracy,
find the imperialist states there is an
irreconcileable class contradiction.

The Soviet Union is bleeding itself
to exhaustion with a terrible toll in
lives and material while the * Allies "
have emerged ‘with their resources
strengthened and with a negligible loss
of. life. Now- the chief concern of
British and American imperialism,
with the defeat of Germany practically
certain, i8 how to déstroy the
Kuropean revolution and at the same
time further weaken the Soviet Union
for the inevitable clash they perceive
in the futufe. The capitalist strategy
has only partly succeeded because,
though Russia has been terribly
weakened, Germany has not destroyed
the Soviet Union.

Whether a Second Front in Europe
| will be Jaunched or not will depend on
the analysis of the situation by the
Allies. As always their cold-blooded
calculations will' bg dictated by the
interests of the Anglo-American
capitalists and nothing else,

But even a completely successful
Second Front launched at the present
time would not mean the destruction
of fascism, or could save the Soviet
Union, from destryetion. Only the
workers of Europe, together with the
workers of Britain by overthrowing
capitalism and taking power into their
owns hands can defend the Soviet
Union and help destroy fascism. To
the class actions of the capitalists
must be opposed the class solidarity of
the workers.

New York —

War Writers’ Board Hits
“ Mission to Moscow ”’

The Davies whitewash film, *Mission To Moscow,” is

on August Y, 194, when the All-lndia Congress Com-
mittee ratined tne resalution of its Wworking Com-
nuttee to launch a mass avil-disobedience struggle.

This leaflet solidarizes with the struggle for
independence, warns the masses to be on guard against
tne weak and vacillating Gandui leadership and the
poticy of compromise, piedges support to “ any mass
action that tne Congress may take against British
imperiatism,” and coufidently predicts: :

“ The movement started under the leadership of the
Congress is bound to develop into channels other than
those laid down for it.”

The Independence Day leaflet sums up the results
of six months of struggie and records that the bestial
repressions of the British rulers, “far from leading
to demoralization, increases the voiume of desperate
discontent. The masses are reaching out for new
methods of struggle.

The Soviet Umion and Stalinism_are dealt with
by almost all the leaflets. One of them, headed
“Defend the Soviet Union,” explains why the only

way to defend the workers’ state is by revolutionary

struggle against mll the capitalists.
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boomeranging on- its inspirers, sponsors and producers. The
GPU lies and frame-ups are too much to ram down the throats
of the American public, despite the Hollywood sauce and the
““unofficial " blessing of the State Department,

Among the latest to denounce the film is the Writers War
Board, representing more than 2,000 feature writers for news-
papers and periodicals. This board, which issues reports on
war movies, last week awarded ‘' three duds” to the Warner
Brothers screen justification of the Moscow frame-ups. The
board further found that Hollywood has tried to “ falsify facts
for the sake of .appeasing Stalin and goes on to add:

“ Every movement for appeasement is based on the idea that

an untruth or a distontion is excusable if it serves a greater

We cannot subscribe to such a doetrine, however
desirable the immediate effect.” (N.Y. Times, June 26.)

The report bears the names of Rex Stout, chairman; Franklin
P. Adams, Pearl S. Buck, Carl Carmer, Robert T. Colwell,
Russell Crouse, Clifton Fadiman, Paul Gallico, Jack Goodman,
Oscar Hammerstein +Rita Halle Kleeman, Robert J, Landry,
Margaret Leech, John P. Marquand, Katharine Seymour, William
L. Shirer, and Frederica Barach, executive secretary.

There is one glaring omission in the report of the Writers War
Board. They pretend that Warner Broghers (“ Hollywood ”)
was alone responsible for the falsification of facts. There is
not a Single reference to the State Department and its
“ unofficial 7’ endorsement of the film,




