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MERSEYSIDE DOCKERS
STRIKE

I[TH THE EXCEPTION OF ISOLATED GROUPINGS ALMOST ALL OF THE DOCKERS

18th August, 1943.

WERE OUT ON STRIKE. THE STRIKE ORIGINALLY DEVELOPED 0.\'ER THE
ALMOST IMMEDIATELY A HUNDRED MEN STOPPED

SUSPENSION OF 34 MEN.

WORK, LATER THEY WERE JOINED BY THOUSANDS.

THE SHIPS,

ANGLO-U.S. STRATEGY:
EAKEN RUSSIA !

have deéstroyed unealculable wealth and blasted
Rotterdam, Coveittry, London, Hamburg, Berlin,

Stalingrad, Turin and Milan, and dozems more of the great cities of
blasted, ravished and ruined by the nightly pounding of the bombs and guns.

FOUR YEARS

Europe which were built by centuries of labour,

Four years of war, and famine and disease destroys and
weakens the peoples of Europe and Asia, conquered and
governed by brutal military power.

Four years! First the fortunes of
war smiled on Germany and her AXIs
psatellites, now it is the turn of the
Anglo-American bloc. Russia, almost
entively unaided, climbs out of the
depths of history’s bloodbest defeats
snd slaughters and can no longer be
degtroyea by military means.

¥our years ol black reaction and
now tho firet days of tre dawn. Re-
volulion in Italy; unrest In Kurope:
a new day in history, revolutionary
history begins!

No country has escaped the
of the war, Few are not immediately
jnvolved in the bloodshed and Inoss-
nere _

1o Nazl Germany, the anti-capitalist |
demogogy of Hitler Is bared. Mono- |
poly capitalism, whom Nazism serves,
nas plled up the most gigantic qu-l
tunes and stores of loot that has been
known in German history. But in four
years, tha living conditions of the
uinsses hog steadily declined.

Lo credate these fortuncs, millions ol
German workers have tolled, sweated,
fought and died: and become
objects of hatred to the uppl'uasuq
peoples of Europe. The “living space
for *which the GLerman masses are |
asked to die, becomes & grave lor T‘h“.
peasants ol Europe. |
a ghoul

effects

workers and
German capitalism thrives like
amongst the graves.

In Democratic Britain and America. |
“gveryone must sacrifice”! But be-
hind tnis fraud, the same situation as
In yermany: Monopoly capitalism
dictates government policy, monopoly
capitulism piles up super profils,
moenopoly capitalism dictates the lhfe
of the nation.

Democratic slogans! Yes; but more
reactionary and totalitarian legisla-
tion for the masses. Sdcrifice far the
workers, but increased loot for ths?
ruling class * Freedom for i;urom'-‘
tomorrow, but military dictatorship In
India, the colonies and the “recon-
quered”’ countries today. The polilica

| and Roosevelt have lavished fulsome

OF WA

political bloc. Yesterday and today
the fascists ruled, tomorrow the
workers and small farmers will pre
sent a heavy bill for fascist rule to
its Inspirers and organisers.

Of voluntary colaboration from the
masses, of fraternity between Europe's
nations, the New Order has noni
The whip; the firing squad: these are
its organs of rule. Even the relative
freedom of the satelile countries
pow being destroyed by the demands
of total was

I8

and millions of men
each other to death.

" Democracy” which suppresses the
national aspirations ol colonisl
millions; which links arms Wwilh

fascists and neo-fascists, with Darlans

and Girauds; which seeks to lean m
Badoglio to retain the House of
Savoy; “ democracy,’ which could am

preveni the war, nor unemployment,
nor crisis, which allows monapoly
capitallsm to remain in control of the
nation’s wealth and loot the® treasury
in the midst of a bloody war: that
type of democracy is being quesiioned
by millions throughout the world. In
Australia, Canada, Ireland, Britain,
parliamentary fgures tell their tale.
In America, North and South, labour
|s on the march. Labour’s turn to the
world turn and will have

left is a
world shaking results,
For the past two Years, Churchill

praise upon the Soviel Union . . . and
some arms. The policy of Anglo-
American imperialism has revealed it

self as dictated by class aims,
economic and political.

These psuedo democrats hoped
that Russia would be destroyed by

Germany after & blozdy and exhaust- |
Two birds wruld be killed
one stone and they would
emerge on top. With the workers
state destroyed anc their Gernian
capitalist rival bled to death, peace
would result in victory and a
strengthening of their domination and
control.

This programme, though denied, was

ing war,
with the

of monopoly capiialism, democratio
and fascist, are based on the protec- |
tion of property the protectiop of the |
right to exploit and make profit. The |
slogans are

political
yne day to another onlv

sdapted from
*0 suit that end.

Wagcism, as A MAss political creed
in Europe, has been destroyed by four
years of war, Nazis, Fascists, Quis-
Mogs, all are intensely hated as. &
breed, a tendency and an idealogical

blurted out by the Impetuous and m-l
discreet Moore-Brabazon two Yyears |
ago or more. In the
columnist once ageain lifts the screen,
|p:'n':s.|n;; the brilliant strategical
leadership of Churchill which has re-
sulted In the exhaustion and decline
| of Germany at small cost . . . to
| Britain!

| Continued on

Back page.

AIRCRAFT STRIKE
VICTORY

The strike at a North West aireraft

1'.'.|-lur_\. reported n the last issue of |

Appeal”
the

the Socislist
ficent
mulitant action taken defeated the em-
At the

Friday

victory for workers

ployers Central Conference

h eldon

proven that the attacks on ph-lt--\h‘ul’k

prices were unjustified the orginal
rates now romain.

A defeat for the management also |
meant u defeat for the Stalinist shop-

stowards as this fraternity stood

shonlder to shoulder |r|r}ll.ki11-,_{ 1_}1!--

strike. The C.P.ers are now faced with
a hostile factory Alrendy the workers
have Iu-uun to kick out thl.-. lmf---r_:lh""
gang from the ahop stew ards committee
and to date five Stalinists, have been
removed and replaced with militant

won a magni- |

The |

August 13th, it \\':H!

The final
Illl‘ ;lturnu«!

| and loyal shop stowards
reckoning will
clections in December
The stalinists are on the retreat and
quite apologetic too. It 1s reported
| that McLaughlan, a well known G.P.er,
| stated at a shop stewards committec
meeting on Friday morning, Aungust 20,
| that s party had pursned the wrong
policy n the recent strike This ste-
| ward had the recent experience of
{ being moved out ot the chair by a vote
| of no eonfidence the mass meeting
| of the Tool-room block when they sup-
{ ported strike action.

coma ot

at

' The beating back of this assault on
|»||-s-n-‘wulk earnings has great signifi-
cance for the working class movement
i Let us understand it not as an isolated
event by a p'.ll‘iF’ll'-nr employer, but
ns the present situation shows « learly
the spearhead of an attack by the
bosses Federntion to lower the standard
of living of the British Working Class

#

Sunday \
formulated and | Observer for Aug. 20th, the Editorial

NORTHUMBERLAND
COAL OWNERS

Sabotage

y H.

416 miners at the Nelson PIit,
Northumberian®t, have hunded in 14
daysy wnotlees of their intention to
terminate their employment with the
Hartley Main Collieries Ltd. This
action tollowed a lightning strike om
Friday night, August 20th.

Until” recently fhe cutters ol this
colllery were cutting In a band 1Zins.
thick. The fitters who followed up
hehind them were paid 11d. per Judd
(bord) for “scufifling” the cut but |
since thelr agreements did not cover |
an increased tonnage rate in bands of |
fins. or less, the management refused
to pay them for throwing back the
rock. |

Negotiations were proceeding for |
the application of a rate for this work.
At the same time the cutters were
protesting at having to cut In “the
band, claiming that the dust thrdwn
up by the cutters was extremely in-
jurious to their health. Samples of
the dust were submitted to the King's
College, Newcastle, and the findings
of the analyst was that it was de-
finitely injurious to the miners’ health.

This matter was finally referred to
arbitratibn and on the basis of the

| analyst’s report the arbitrators were
| compelled to give a decision in the
| workers favour

In the course of the
diseussion st the same meeting the
miners' represzntative raised the ques-
tion of the fillers grivances. The ocoal
owners' agent, Major Thornton, denied

of the dispute
§tructed the men's representatives and

| appropriate rates, but in their

roduction

ARKER

}mvim‘: any knowledge of the existence
and the tribunal in-

Major Thornton to take the matter up
hetween themselves.

As a result of the arbitration de-
fislon, the cutters now began cutting
the -eoal. immediately above the
band. The flers now had to scuffie
the cut in the coal and to throw back.
a 12in. layer of stone for which they
expected to be paid at 11d. per “Juda”
for scuffling and 1d, per ton extra for
the 12im band.

For two weeks they carried on doing | !

the
pay
the
the
not

this work expecting to receive

checks which they received on
Wednesday, they had been paid
1d. per ton extra, but they had
been paid for scuffling.

The matter was immediately taken
up with the management who Was
adamant in his refusal to pay the
fillers both rates. Under pressure he
agreed to have the scuffling done by
datal workers, in spite of the tre-
mendous difference in cost. (One
datal worker scuffles only 2 or & judds
per shift, Le, ‘at a cost of 5 to 7/54d. |
per judd against the 11d. paid to the
fillers for the same job.)

The result of this decision was that |
some 500 tons of coal a week were lost
as there were insufficient datal
workers to keep the flllers going.

Continued on page §.

Although the strike developed over
|\\hul seerned o minor isshe it con-
| corned the entire questions of Wages,
‘l'nmhimnh‘_ and the Dock Labour
| The suspension of 34 men
was only the match to the fire. J.
Donovan, national secretary of the
1T.&G.W.U. Docks Section, admitted
this when speaking at the White City
He said that he
waus not surprised to find the dockers
He pointed out that
attompts to redude the disciplinary
power of the Port Authorities had met
with absolute relusal; he also pointed

Scheme,

Stadium yesterday.

not hur|-.1ng

out thut the dockers had had no wages
increase since June 1940, and agreed
that the dockers had quite legitimate

Enevances

The 34
rol u-l'-n;; Lo

men were suspended for
work ovortime between 7
and ¥ p.m., becanse instead of receiv-
ing the full pay for these two hours
Ll A uh|"~ receive 3s. 8d. This is how
a docker explamed it to a local press
reporter: “‘Our grievance is that If we
work two hours overtime, from seven
to nine p.m., for which the rate of pay
is 3s. 9d. we actually lose 3s. 8d. on
the full day. This is how it comes
about: For the morning shift from 8
o'clock to 12, the rate is 7s. 6d. At-
tendance Pay, whether there is work
| to be done or not. For the aftermoon
| shift, from 1 o'clock to 5, the pay Is
| also 7s. 6d. Overtime pay from 5 to 7
is 7s. 6d. But if we work the additional
two hours from 7 to 9 the Attendance
| Pay of 7s. 6d. for the morning shift
is deducted from our wages for the
| day. For refusing to work from 7 to
8 p.m. we have been suspended."

For the past yecar discontent has
boen growing amongst the dockers.
Dockers have been suspended for the
least thing, and swindled out of their
“Guaranteed Week” by the sharp
practices of the bosses and .\[illintr_\' ol
Labour Officials. Union, militants have
been continuously hounded and victim-
ised and in some cases prevented from

working on the Docks, Far from
Bevin's Scheme (Bevin called it the
| Dacker's Charter) giving the dockers

better conditions and guaranteed wages

plac od them, bq!lru\. hand and foot.
at the merey of the bosses and Port
Labour Authorities. This means that
the question of wuges depends upon
whether such authorities like the
| worker's face or not. The slightest
| sign of militant union activity is suffi-
cient for these “would be dictators’ to
have one suspended and deprived of
wages, The Dock Labour Scheme is
nothing but a vicious Docks Essential
Works Order. Because of the lack of
leadershup both from the Union and
job organisation it is only now, when
things have reached a critical stage
that the dockers can conduct a deter-
mined struggle.

At a meeting held in the White City
Stadinm a committee composed of re-

TROOPS WERE CALLED IN TO

presentatives from each Control put

forward a seven point programme, as

follows:—

1. That all suspensions should be lifted
and the taken back with re-
trospective pay;

men

. That a comumittee should be formed
with representatives to
deal with all complaints, n con-
junction with the union officials;

3. A full and complete investigation
into the operation of the dock labour
scheme N.W. area.

i. Thit- the rate be

creased by 5s. making £1 a day;

. That Sunday work shall be con-
tinued, but not on the basis of the
guarantee; =

men's lay

basic wage in-

. Income-tax should be on a “‘pay as
' you gu" basis

7. That men should work until 5 p.m.
on Thursday and 12 noun Saturday,
except in essential circumstances.

Apparently - this committee, after
consultation with Union officials agreed
to get the men back at work in ex-
change for the promise of mvestigation
and negotiation.

Mass sympathy exists amongst all
ship workers for the dockers' case.
Even the Union officials have to con-

.cede that the strike is the responsibil-

ily of the bosses and Port Authorities
who have made the dockers’ conditions
intolerable.

The demand for job organisation has
revealed itself as an urgent problem.
I'he Stalinist strike brvnieu have put
forward the eall for Centrol Com-
mittees. ‘They hope i1y this way to
capture the job leadership and thus
convert such would-be militant com-
mittees-into something approaching the
mfamous Prdduction Committees, that
is, organise the boss-class collabor-
ation. But they are mistaken! The
dockers are seeing the Stalinists in
their true colours. Such Control Com-
mittees would be composed of militant
rank-and-filefs. It is jmperative that
the dockers organise these committees.

It is too carly to say what the strike
will gain. Certainly it will gain certain
concessions. However, the least 1t will
do, is to break the tremendous apathy
on Merseyside, It will also teach the
dockers many valuable lessons for the
future, the most important of which is
the need for militant organisation.

All Merseyside workers must support
the dockers' struggle. Too long have
they suffered thanks tb an incompetent
and reactionary union leadership.

Full support for the dockers' de-
mands! Abolition of the Slave Scheme!
Increase in wages to meet the increased
cost of living!

Dockers:
Organise vour struggle effectively!
Control Com-

Organise  militant

mittees!

Schidarity against the bosses attacks!

"Pte.SAMGOLD

MILITANTS SUPPORT SENTENCED

' BY F. EVERTON

How militant clnss conscious workers
are reacting to the revolutionary events
in Italy can be seen by the following
sent the ‘‘Socialist

resolutions Lo

day school held in Southall, Middlesex
a resolution in Italy was sent us

““This meeting of students hails
with enthusiasm the overthrow of
the Fascist Mussolini regime by the
Italian workers and peasants.

We pledge our full support to them
in their struggles. We condemn the
friendly overtures of- the British and
American Imperialists to the .re-
actionary House of Savoy. The Bad-
oglio Government is a capitalist mili-
tary dictatorship and can only be
overthrown by the efforts of the
Italian workers.

We have no desire to see the ltal-
jan Revolulion suppressed-by British
and American bayonets. MNo inter-
vention by Allied imperialism! Only
the seizure of the factories by the
workers and the land by the peasants
will solve the situation.

For the Success of
Revolution!

the [Italian

From the National Committee for the
Co-ordination of Militant Industrial
Activity, we received the following
resolution, which  was unanimously

pussed at the moeting of its national

\ppeal.” Militant workers throughont
the country should raise the i|'.1t‘!s‘.inl
of the Ttaltan revelution in thewr trade
unions, jbour parties, and co-oper-
atives

From a group of Students at ¢
National Council of Labour College's

ITALIAN REVOLUTION

executive, held in Nottingham on Sun-
day, August lst, 1943:

““The National Committee for the
Co-ordination of Militant Industrial
Activity hails the commencement of
the struggle of the Italian workers
and peasants for social and economic
freedom,
the collapse of the Mussolini regime
and is being continued against the
present reactionary government and
the House of Savoy.

The Committee sees in this strug-
gle the forerunner of the European
revolution, and the British working
class must rally to the support of
the Italian workers and peasanls,
and preven! the use of arms by the
““Allied"’ capitalist governments ' to
quell their struggle for freedom."
UOrgamsed trade

to the defence of the Italian revelution

against the imperialists of the ‘‘demo-
eracies’” who will unite with the Italian
capitalists to crush it The British

workers must demonstrate to the Ital-
jan workers their determination to aid

treacherous labour leaders who pretend
to align thomselves with the Italian
workers and peasants while stabbing
them in the back by demanding *‘un-

econditional surrender' to the allied
imperialists.

HANDS OFF THE ITATIAN RE-
VOLUTION!

FULL SUPPORT FOR THE

WORKERS' AND PEASANTS' COM-
MITTEES AND THE WORKERS’
MILITIA!

FOR A SOVIET ITALY!

which has already forced |

unionists and work- |
ers in the Labour movement must rally |

the revolution and must denounce the |

For taking ‘‘an active part.in the
aflairs of a political organisation',
Private Sam Gold, a member of the
Iindepeéndent Labour Party, at present
| serving in the R.A.8.C., has been tried
| by Court Martial and was sentenced
| to 28 days.

The ‘Democracy’ of which our rulers
babble is not to be allowed the soldiers
who do the dying for it.

| The ‘crime” for which Private Gold
was charged was, that while on leave
e had addressed an open-air meeting
held by the 1.L.P. at ‘‘the mound',
| Fdinburgh, on‘ May 16Gth Before he
Lad been called up he had been a
regilar spenker at these meetings. As
soon as he became o serving soldier

| however, it became a ‘crime’ for him
to. speak out. Accotding to the evi-
dence presented at the Court Martial,
he put the socalist case on the war,
that it was a struggle for profits and
the world's markets in the interests of
Big Business. It 1s for this that he
has been found guilty. "
| That the soldier-worker, fighting for
what 1s claimed to be a democracy,
should be denied the right to particai-
pate in the poitical life of the country
1s a vicious injustice. The extent of
the restrictions on politieal activity of
any kind, blasts to high heaven the
myth of ‘democracy’ King's Regu-
| lntions, Para 541 under which [I’te
Gold was charged, reads as follows:
““No officer or soldier . . . is permit-
ted to take active part g the
|affairs of any political organisation or
| party, either by acting as a member
of a candidate's election AIJI’HF!!lt!{,‘-!'I

any

or by speaking in public or publishing
or distributing literature in further-
ance of the political purposes of any
such organisation or party or in any
other manner . . . "

The ‘any bther” manner’ has been
ruled as including mere presence on &
political platform, and even prohibits
the asking of questions at almost any
political meetings. In the face of this,
prattle about ‘freedom’, is just so much
hypocnisy

The case of Pte. Gold, however, is
not just # routine enforcement of this
regulatien. It is the first time in this
war that it has been used. No prose-
cution has ever been made of the num-
erous so-called ‘patriots’ who have ap-
peared in uniform on pro-Government
platforms. Ilad Pte. Gold, instead of
putting the socialist case, been speak-
ing in support of the Government,
needless to sayv he would \never have
been prosecuted. Whenever Churchill
has spoken there have been high-rank-
ing officers present an the platform,
and who can pretend Churchill doesn't
make any platform a reactionary pol-
itical one In the Portsmouth by-
election, Conservation candidate,
was an Admiral who inei-
dently went unpunished despite
breaking regulations wearing  his
uniform during his campaign, had
(a Petty Officer/Naval -personnel)
speak on his platform in uniform to
support the Conservative case. The
so-called Comm¥inist Party at ‘Second
Front' méetings and at its ‘Wings for
Victory® demonstrations in London has
had officers and ranks on its platform
in uniform, some putting its case such

the

Ih_\.’

Continued on back page,



