SOCIALIST APPEAL,

October,

1946.

DON'T
LEAVE IT

KEEP YOUR PAPER
GOING
AN APPEAL T0O EVERY
READER
BY HAROLD ATKINS!!N
(National Treasurer, R.C.P.)

THIS entreaty is directed to

every reader of *“Socialist
Appeal ” who sympathises
with our ideas. |

prompted by the bad state of
the Fighting Fund, as re-
vealed in the list of Septem-
ber donations, Money is the
very life blood of our publish-
ing activities, “Without it we
cannot carry on. Yet over the
past couple of months the
flow seems to be drying up.

The ' purchasing
the real wages
workers, is declining. This we
recognise, But we don’t
accept it as a reason for a
decline in our revenue. With
the masses bearing the brunt
of the aftermath of the im-
perialist war; as they
shouldered the cost, and made
all the sacrifices, of the war
itself, the need increases for
the voice of sanity in a world
made mad by capitalism ; for
a call to revolutionary
struggle for the establishmensi
of a socialist system of
society in which poverty and
want, fascism and war, will
find no place. Let us, there-
fore, face the issne as a
challenge. Let us find a
broader following for our
socialist message; an ever-
inereasing cirele: of friends
and sympathisers,

power,

of

We have confidence that we
only need rto call to yvour at-
tention. the conditions in
which we are compelled to
struggle, and you will rally
to the aid of your paper.
Have you stopped to think of
the b

rden \jo.[ig,ntari Iy under-
taken’ isy the shiall group of!

I ploneers, struggling in face of
every obstacle, to show the

need for socialist revolution?

Twice a month our paper
appears, It is the collective
effort of voluntary workers,
and a tiny wegular  staff
underpaitd and with totally
inadequate facilities.  Our
half-year's  telephone  bill
totals less than the cost of a
couple of foreign cables to a
bourgeois newspaper. Twice
a month, in rain or shine, the
small and valiant band of
comrades distribute the paper
in the localities; see that it
gets into your hands, comrade
reader. All the time we are
faced with a growing burden
of debt. That is, where we
can  obtain  credit, The
money for our paper quota,
for example, must be found
before we get delivery. The
big capitalist combines are
not anxious to help the pro-

duction of a revolutionary
Journal.

All  this falls on the
shoulders of a very small
group of comrades. Yet
there are thousands of
readers of “Socialist

Appeal” most of whom are
in sympathy with our revolu-
tionary  conununist aims.
most of whom are concerned
to publicise and support the
struggles of the workers, It
is to these readers that we
make this appeal.
Throughout  history  all
progressive movements have
been inaugurated by small
groups of  self-seerificing
pioneers, It is the same with
our movement today. Yet
the need for revolutionary
propaganda, agitation and
organisation grows with each
passing day. Help in every
way you can to broaden the
circle of socialist pathfinders
by spreading the influence of

[y S_ocia.list Appeal " and
building up the Tighting
Fund.

Don’t leave it to the few !
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Some Questions to Frank Campbell

NO SPLITS ! FOR
TRADE UNIONS.

every dock worker will

his struggle.

For playing & leading role in the
national strike of the dockers, in
which the overwhelming majority

participated, and which  was
opposed only by the top officials,
these 29 militants are chargesd

| union policy !

with carrying out acts contrary to
! Thus union policy

appears as something opposed to

the | the great mass of union members

something decided by a small cligne
| of top officials.

ISomt:a Questions
to Campbell

The natural anger and disgust of
the Liverpool ex-Strike Clommittee
(now the Merseyside Area Dockers'
Welfare Committes) took the form
of proposing a split from the union
amd the formation of a more
democratic one. Tor two weeks
Frank Campbell, Chairman of the
dockers’ committee, and P.
Callanan, Secretary, earried on in-
tensive agitation for a split.

Thus the dockers were faced
with a most serious question. The
Revolutionary Communist Party,
immediately produced a leaflet
opposing the proposed break-away.

Foliowing on this, .the leaders
of the Dockers' Committee
announced a change in this poliey.
At a meeting of 2,000 dockers in
Liverpool P, Callanan stated:
“1 am absolutely and unequivoe-
ahly opposed to any break-away
from the Transport and General
Workers Union. We will fight on
only one front, and this within
the union, Il the union men don’t
do their jobs we will get rid of
them.” This excellent statement of

DEMOCRATISATION
DEFEND THE
LIVERPOOL DOCKERS

The reactionary attack by the leadership of
Transport & Gereral Workers'
former leaders of the Liverpool dockers strike movement
has proveked national bitterness and disgust.
dock worker will rally to the defence of the 28 militants;
consider this
Donovans and I}eakins as an attack upon his rights and

OF THE
29 MILITANT

the
29

Union against the
Every

attack by the

policy was welcomed by all experi-
enced militant workers.

After this meeting Frank
Campbell made a most amazing
statement to the ** Daily Mail

“The policy of this organisa-
tion has been changed but I am
not making any statement as o
why. We have no connection
with the Revolutionary Com-
munist Party, who came to dis-
tribute leaflets outside our meef-
ing thinking our policy was io
break-away. We laid a trap for
them and they fell into it.”
What is the meaning of this

statement »  Does Frank Campbeli
wish to say that his two weeks
campaign for a break-away was o
foal somehody ? The only people
he fooled, if this is the case, were
the rank and file dockers. This
is the truth of the matrer. Per-
haps he wished to compromise the
position of our party ?

The Policy
of the R.C.P,

The policy, of the Revolutionary
Communist Party is known to all
militant dock workers throughont
the country. The London dockers
in particular know that our party
has consistently 'opposed irrespon-
sible splits and break-aways of the
type proposed by Campbell. When
during the dock strike of last year,
the question of split was raised hy
the (Glasgow break-away union, the
strike committees of London and
Liverpool (the latter on the insist-
ence of the London Committed)
both  declared themselves against
such a policy. Tn summing-up the

gains of the strike against the

BY

Last month the

cowley  Distriet  Committee
of the A.E.U, participated in
one of the most disgusting

strike-breaking episodes,

On Sept. 12th, 160 workers
of Nuffield Exports Litd.,
Oxford, came out on strike
in defence of their convenor,
who had been victimised

Seldom has there been such a
clear-cut  case of victimisation,
which deserved the unconditional

abour,

of the shop sinee it elected the
victimised convenor to
them less than 18 months

isation in the shop, at the end of
the war, by the end of last year,
the shop was 100% 'I.U. Mili-
tapncy and  solidarity
breaches in the eclosed shop heing
made in Junuary. Since then the
shop orgaunisation has won several
coneessions and resisted the appli-
cation of miserable bonus systems.

On the flimsiest of pretexts, the

convenor  was  dismissed and
offered a weeks pay in  lien of
notice.

That same mnight the District
Committes heard the ecase of the
vietimised  Convenor and recom-

mended that the Execentive Couneil

give official recognition to the
strike. A week later, on Thurs-
day, 19th Sept., the Divisionul

Crganiser came down, attended a
nieeting of the men on  strike,
During this meeting he had plenry
to say about ° procedure ™ and it
wias obvious that he was opposed
tn the strike and that he was in
favonr of a resnmption of work at
uny cost, to permit of a loeal con-
ferenee being ecalled.

On the following day the manage-
ment approached the strikers’ shon
stewards and offered to reinstate

the Convenor, but refused to
recognise him as convenor. The
strikers turned down the offer,

pointing out that they were deter-
mined to retain the right to elect
whom they pleased to represent
them withont an **if you pleask ™
to the boss.

Meanwhile leaflets
buted stating the ease
workers.

The employers then posted a
notice af the works gates intim-
ating that they were closing down
the factory: in effect a lock-out
had been instituted,

The I0LC, met the

were  distri-
for the

FE.C. of the

10 reverse I'llt’ dectsion  to

support of the whole of organised | i ,j.s,

Nuoffield Organisation, who offered ' unionism
close with similar methods.

NUFFIELD STRIKE

- Defend Victimised Convenor

.

LEE

Oxford and | down the factory on condition that
|

Barker (the vietimiged Convenor)
wils not N‘ill!ﬁ[lili'll. ll!l!l as noeon-
cession, they agreed to hold a
loeal conference immediately.

The DO, went into session, and
after a * long " discussion decided
to instruct the men on strike to
return to work., They sent couriers
into football matehes, dog-tracks
and cinemas o root out the M.LE,
Shop Stewards and succeeded n
getting the majority of them {to
agree  with  their strike-breaking
proposal.

The D.C. could not wait for the
mass meeting that was called for
Monday night to put the position
of the D.C. on the strike. They
had not the time to ger members
nddresses from the branch secre-
0 they approached the
management who obligingly
who were on strike!

the workers

represent | Then followed a series of personal
ont ago. | ealls and telegrams instrueting the
There was only 409 T.U. organ-|men to return to work.

On Monday morning, half the |
men on strike turned up, and a
meeting  was  held  outside  the |

prevented | factory.
Darker, the victimised convenor, |the Facts Association ™
the | in the news again, this tinje in the

pointed ount that faced with
virtual reversal of the
previously adopted by the D.C. and
by the M.L.E. shop stewards, they

were left with 1o alternative but [0R sSprings, supported |
to accept the decision of the D.(. |blocks and flower pots”,

and to return to work to give the
lousy arbitration machinery a
chance to work. It was decided
to return to work the following
day. But then Bro. Longworth
appeared on the seene. Not safis-
fied with the retreat swhich he had
sounded, he began a stampede,
insisted that they refurn to work
immediately as a sign of good faith.

This was the biggest mistake of
the workers, who throughout the
strike had remained solid to the
coré. The result was the complete
disorientation of the ranks.

The result was that pnly about
350 attended the mass meeting
called by the M.ILE. stewards to
give the *“facts " of the strike, but
no time whatsoever was given to
the representative of the strikingz
workers to say what the workers
thought about the sell-out.

If the Local conference results
in the reinstatement of Bro. Barker
it will bhe beeause of the solid
stand of the strikers, and not be-
canse of the belly-crawling pro
cedural arbitration methods of
Longworth.

If the loeal conference fails it
will he the duty of every organised
worker in Cowley and Oxford to
vonsider the need for clection of a

| militant D.C. and of militant shop

stewards. Trade Tinion  rights
were  won by  militant  workers
with fighting leaderships.  Trade

can only be defended

Pro- |
It is sufficient to relate the record | vided them with the addresses of |

| of

positions | role of racketeer landlord.

| Tribunals in checking s
He |

| Stalinists who tried to belittle and

minimise the struggle, we stated in |
the * Socialist Appeal” editorial
( November 1945) : |

“Both in  Liverpool anf )|
London the Strike Committecs
have explained the rate that

would awanit those dorkers whn
tampered with the ideas of splits
from the unions. At this stage
they explained, sueh =plits would
play into the hands of the
Donovans and the Deakins. No |
splits, but a struggle within the
union to oust the present leadoer-
ship has heen the programme of

the Strike Committees. 1In this
the dockers have made a very
important  contribotion  to  the
Labour  and.  Trad: Union

movement.' i
This has always heen the policy

of revolutionary eommunists, “Not
only is Frank Campbell's state-
ment inexplicible, but it reveals

dishonesty and irrespongibility. As
with his attacks upon our Party
during the dockers’ steike—the ouly

party to stand with and aid the
dockers—his attacks toflay can only
nid the bosses and their ageuts.

All militant dockers musi demand
an end to such methods, which can

only hinder the dockers' struggle
for better conditions and union
democracy.

The dockers are bitteely opposed
to the Donovans and Peakins, they

are determined to defignd the 29
and the correctness of [their past
struggles. But  they | are also

opposed to any suggestion of break
away, knowing that thege can ouly
lead to disorganisation of the
struggle and the strengthoning of

the officinl leaders. P4 Callannn
expresses  this view  elearly  and
corrvectly. 1'

1

| stated

For a Militant
Programme

The defence of the 29 militants
from the attack of the ecorrupr
leadership, the preparation for
future struggles, all this is only
possible if the lessons of the strike
are understood eclearly. As  we
in the above quoted issue
of the Socialist Appeal:

“ However, it iz not sufficient
to know that one must fight the
union leaders on their own
ground; it is necessary fo ad-
Vil a4 programme of strnggle
against the present constitution
and struocture of the trade unions.
This programme can only he:
Por union demoeracy, for annual
re-election of all officials, who
will be paid the average wages
of the workers, If the unions
are to be converted into militant
organisations of the working-
class then these most be the

‘From A Soldier
ON A

Cuxhaven, 10th August 1946.

The outstanding thing here is
the crowds of children, all ages—
and all begging, hegging, begging.
It's pretty horrible, I can assure
you, for obviously one ean only give
to a few, even with the best will
in the world.

Lovely kiddies, too—some
really beautiful. Some are
but some seem quite normal, They
follow for ten minutes or so in
order to pick up one's cigarett?

are
thin

enils, Time after time, one is
approached by men who wish to
buy cigarettes—the aceepted rate

apparently is 4 marks each, which

slogans of a national  dockers’

movement,”

Without such  a  programme,
without consciously preparing and

teaining  the workers for these
tasks the Merseyside Welfare
Committee, as  with  all  other

committees, will degenerate into an |

ohstacle to the dockers’ strmggles

ngainst  the Dosses and  their
AgEents.

Befend the 29!

For a militanl Workers' Pro-
gromme—Build Job Committees,

No  splits—For Union  Demo-
eracy !

ll

lweek!

| anti-semitic

Mrs. Tennant |
. . . Landlady |

Mrs. Eleanora Tennant, (Phairman
the ultra-Vansittartist] * Face
flas  been

For
which

one “ furnished ”
“the beds were 1
by | wooden |
he was |
5. per
‘ribunal I
a week, |

charging no less than £3
The Chelsen Rent
reduced this to £1 18s, Od.
This decision Mus, Tennnnt
declared * savoured i the |
Gestapo ., The mild actiogs of the |
wf of the
most hlatant profiteering  beaudals |
is deseribed by this antisworking |
class crusader as an * inr‘:'i]'u.:'-|m-|-:
of British liberties.” i

Mrs. Tennant and her reatlionary
outfit have been busy dusing the
past months running anti-alien,
campaigns; theelings
at which she provided a pPlatform
for such notorious fascists #s John
Beckett.

It is not the Rent Tribimals or
hodies (of whieh there are/far too
few), which aect in some rlu-:mm-u-.
against the grosser racketeering
exploiters, that - endanger| demo-
cratic liberties, bnt from precisely
such gangrenous growths! [of the
“Tace the Facts Assocfation ™
calibre.  And it is the dutyl of the
organised workers to show their |
recognition of this fact in very
positive  fashion  whenevel and |
wherever these resctions rift show |

L1

their faces in puhblie. |
1

Socialist Ja#z |

i
The attempts of the Salinist
bureaueracy to ** explain away and
expose " decadent  and  “Isuper-
ficial " western bourgeois dulture,

| westernised
|ances and Jazz adapted to Russian

AL i

PRUS
' B CONCENTRATION
CAMP E-—--u-—

is about 2/-. ,
The housing is mainly flats and
as Cuxhaven 1s a smallish fishing

port, it is not far to land free
from buildings—result: plenty of
allotments which are fuite

ohvionsly well tended.

The girls are friendly—for
| practical reasons, of conrse.

We are waiting for a  train
hound for Bielefeld. It is now
about 1 p.m. and we have recently
| passed © throngh  Luneburg  and
| before that the outskirts of Ham-
‘ hnrg.
|
[

Kiddies From Nowhere

Whenever the train stops the
kiddies scem to spring from no-
where to start begging. The lads
| respond very well to these children,
| and when the train leaves all have
had something—they rarely eat the
| food given it's usually  ecarefully
| ¢arried home. Just think, we
|]I.il\'l‘ a N.AAFI on the train
and ean buy faney cakes, ete,
| enough to make onrselves ill for a
week., By the way, we have had
| nothing but white bread, and yet
| the bread T have seen in  the
| ¢ivilinn shops looks really grim,

3.p.m. We are waiting at Han-
| over just mnow. 'This area is
| terribly  damaged  from  air-raids,
rather like Battersea.

4. pm. Minden, Westphalia.

Abroad
TRAIN

IN GERMANY

Another  full-seale  meal  plus
another parcel of sandwiches—I
think’ the way we are being over-
fed is a degree more than disgust-
ing.

Bielefeld, 11th August. The
kiddies T've seen usually go bare-
fout. One of the last youngsters
I saw begging on the railway lines
was a little givl about T with a leg
off—trying to wave standing on
crutehes, Do [ need to comment®

14th August. Since I have been
in Germany I haven't seen any
factories at work, and moest of
those 1 have seen are just in

rnins.
“A Rotten Affair”

17th August. En route to some-
where in the Ruhr, we passed
through Osnabruck—or what was
left of it, for if anything it was
the most badly damaged place 1
have seen. The only houses that I
saw that might be said to be still
standing, were usually short of at
least one wall—and people were
living in those.

This business of B.A.O.R. wives
is a rotten affair—did I tell yon
that T heard of a street in Biele-
feld where the people had notice
to quit complete with a list of
furniture to be left for use by these
British families. About 10 days
notice, 1 believe, and if you ean
imagine what thay would mean
to you, and try to picture yvourself
finding accommodation in condi-
tions about 100 times worse than
in Birmingham, then you may have
some idea how these people must
feel about this infernal scheme of
our Socialist Government.

1st  September.... Did 1  ever
mention the shoeck 1 gﬂ)t when 1
first noticed that folks were living
in cellars of roined houses, (and
1 mean ruined — completely
wrecked) and in makeshift shelters
rigged up—perhaps by fixing some
kind of roofing.

This is all up to date,

British Soldier

Dear Comrade,

The Political Bureaw of the
Revolutionary Communist Party, at
its faxi session, discussed the
question of the attack launched by
the Labour Government against the
squatters, and especially against
the Communist Party opd
members for the assistance given
ter the movement of the squutters.

BY AGITATOR

are  extendine  into  some  weird
fields. The Moscow Correspondent
of “The Times" recently wrote 3
A commission lias  been
appointed to investigate charges
of vulgarity and pauveity of ideas
made against the Sovier music-
hall. There is, it is asserted,
too little material performed re-
flecting the mood in which the
Soviet people are expected to set
abhont fulfilling the Five Year
Plan, Exeeption is also taken
to the quality of the repertory
of the Russian State Jazz-Band,
direeted by Leonid Yutesov, who
according to most of his erities,
has recently made unsatisfactory
headway in evolving a  Soviet
type  of Jazz different  from
western Buropean forms.”
Someone should explain to  the
Commission that musie-hall and
Jazz (and in passing they might
note that the latter is a produet of
Ameriea not western Europe) re-
fleet the level of edueation of the
masses, which in turn is eondi-
tioned by the cconomie base of
society. [Itisa peculinr commentary
on Stalin’s recent elaim of huild-
ing “ Communism "

leaving capitalism in the rest of
the world, that the cultural level |
of the Soviet TTnion ealls for de-

musie-hall — perform-

tastes,

. . . and Mayfair
Tea Parties

v way of contrast we learn,
from the TLondon “Star” of
September 21, that :

“Muadam  Gusev, wife of the

Soviet Ambassador, has been saying

good-hye to her London friends,”
im g milien where she would not
have to hother about the quality
of music-hall programmes, ** She

in Russin and |

From LEFY ond RIGHT

jmet them at an informal mayfair
|tea party after making a special
| jonrney from Paris by air. She
wus dressed in powder blue, and
wore a turban hat slightly over
|um- eyve, a vivacious touch which
was rather in contrast with the
collection of smart black hats worn

by distinguished British women
guests.”  Neither the names of
these distinguished women, - noy

their distinguishing characteristics
| were revealed. Madam Gusev in
| her * vivacious turban ™ must have
|called to mind the now famous
| words of the late President Kalinin
|to the peasant woman: “ If you
wear  burlap shoes nobody  will
notice, but if 1 should do so you
can imagine how everybody will
look at me.”

What a far cry all this is from
[the days of Lenin and Trotsky
when o departing wife of an am-
bassador of the Warkers' State
wonld have expected to number as
* distinguished " friends, not the
| barasites from the Mayfair drawing
rooms, but leading revolutionaries
in the working elass movement.,

In his autobiography, Leon
Trotsky likens his first contact
| with  the diplomats at Brest-
Litovsk to a feeling of having

“stepped on something unelean ™.
He writes: *“* At his (Lenin's) in-
_:-'ixh-llt'l'. I set off for Brest-Litovsk.
I confess I felt as if T were heing
led to a torture chamber . . I
absolutely cannot understand revo-
lutionaries who willingly aceept
posts as ambassadors and feel like
fish in  water in their new
surroundings.” So far as the
Gusevs and the rest of rhe bhurean-
cratic usuarpers are concerned, the
explanation is  simple. I'nlike
Trotsky, they are not revolution-
aries.  These ““diplomats ™ repre-
sent, wmot  the inferests of the
masses, but those of the bureau-

ity |

To Harry Pollitt
from the R.C.P.

THE FOLLOWING LETTER HAS BEEN SENT TO
HARRY POLLITT, SECRET ARY OF THE COMMUNIST
PARTY FROM THE POLITICAL BUREAU OF THE

. REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST PARTY.

The Political Bureau decided :
“Phat in view of the progressive
character of the actions of the Com-
munist Party and its members in
their aid given to the squatters,
and whatever divergences of pro-
gramme and policy separate us und
other working cluss bodies from the
Communist Porty, it is the duty
of all organised workers and work-
ing class hodies to rully to the
assistance and defence of the Com-
munist Party while the Government
attacks it for the support given
ta the squatters.”

The P.B. of the R.C.P, degided,
therefore, to issue a statement
pledging full support to your Payty
while it remuins under attack in
defence of your wctions in aiding
the squaiters. The P.B. also de-
cided to appeal to all other bodies
of the working class to do like-
wise, and to form a uwnited front

on this practical isswe of the class
struggle.

| We need not remind you of the
| differences

on  principle,  pro-
| gramme, and policy that erist
between our wrganisations. These
are fundamental differences and

have caused many bitter clushes
and conflicts hetween our organisa-
tions and its leading members in
the past. Nevertheless, und irith-
out slurring over these differences
or giving up the right to criticise
the policy of your Party, we beliere
thut on this. practical and pro-
aressive action we can find q basis
for a united und common front of
struggle.  With this end in vieiw,
the P.B. of the R.O.P, is prepured
to place its forces side by side with
the Communist Party forces in de-
fence of the squatters and members
of the C.P. who are under attack.

With the object of bringing about
t speedy concentration and mari-
mum anity of all militant forces in
the country, we propose thut u
deputation from the Political Com-
mittee - of the R.C.P. meet «
deputation of your organisation to
find the mawimum field of agree-
ment in defence of yowr members
and of the squatters and to seel:
fa extend that agreement to wther
sections of the working cluss,

I am enclosing with this letter u
resolution of our Political Rurean
which explains owr policy on the
squadters movement and trust that
tee will  receive a  speedy and
favourable reply to our ,an'f;;nmrst.

Yours Fraternally,
JOOK HASTON,
General Secretary,

eratic caste which exploits them.

Revolutionary Communist Party.



