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GERMAN WORKERS STIRRING

British and Soviet Workers

It is tashionable in the bourgeois press
to depict the Germans as an undivided
mass of barbarians and bloodthirsty mon-
sters. In the pages of Li:i: ;f::;ed.; a:id the
Telegraph have a ed lengthy letters
djsctfssigg what l.f pt?rbc done with the
“Huns " after victory has been achieved.
Churchill himsclf has spoken with relish
of the period when the Germans will be
brought to their knees and compelled to
shout “ Kamerad . Threats of fire and
slaughter have been made to the German
masses, The Kremlin leaders, flying in
the face of the internationalist position of
Lenin, have been playing Churchill’s

game and adding grist to the mill of
Goebbels, with their propaganda about

the spilling of "st.inking Aryan blood "
at the gates of Leningrad.

The British Labour leaders have faith-
fully reflected the attitude of the ruling
class on this question; the Stalinists have
gone cven further in jingoism and chau-
vinism. In the latest issues of their

pers the Communist Party talks about
the “ Boche”. The whole official press,
including that of the Stalinists, is attempt-
ing to place the responsibility for the
monstrous crimes of Nazism on the
shoulders of the German masses, The
real situation in Germany and the reason
for the paralysis of the German masses
are dclibq:ratcr; obscured by both the rul-
ing class press and the socalled repre-
sentatives of the working class in the

the Way

Labour movement. But despite the entire
barrage of lies, the real situation in Ger-
many persists in breaking through in the
press, despite the strenuous cfiorts to
distort it before the British people.

We could give dozens of quotations
from the capitalist press. Of these we
shall chose one, which appeared in the
Daily Telegraph of August 2:

“In the first place, 1 would emphas-
ise that what 1 feel has probably been
pointed out before—that this war isn't
with Germans a popular war—of
course, every German feels that it must
be won—or else it will be the end;
that if they lose this war Germany will
never again get the chance of coming
back as a great nation. They forecee
a Germany subdivided into provinces
ruled over by Brinsh appointed com-
mittees.”

The reports from American and Swiss
journalists confirm the indifference and
despair of the German people. Victories
occasion no enthusiasm, they say, but are
accepted with bitterness and resignation.

This estimate is confirmed by events in
Germany this month. At a cinema in
the Potsdammerplatz, a working class
district 1n Berlin, the audience demon-
strated ::Eainst the Nazi film of the fight-
ing on the Eastern Front. ““Down with
the war! We want no war films!” they
shouted. The lights were put on and an
S.S. man came on to the stage and

Must Show

warned the audiencd to desist  But the
demonstration contisued when the film
re-started. The S.8! was called in and
fired on the audience. killing and wound-
ing scores of them.

In Hamburg, at the burial of hundreds
of air raid vicums, 19,000 workers demon-
strated ‘against the war and again the S.5.
had to be called in to * restore order.
They fired on the crowd and many were
killed. Both incidents have been reported
in the British press.

These incidents testify to the fact that
the revolutionary tradition of the German
working class has been destroyed by
the Nazi terror, ¢ German workers
have a Marxist trddition of 75 years.
They have the inspitation of the anti-war
fight of Liebknecht and Luxembourg; the
revolution of 1918, which following the
example of the Russian revolution, over-
threw the Kaiser, and was the real cause
of the ending of the last war. It is to
this tradition, a tradition of Socialist
struggle that must be appealec, in order
that Hitlerism will be destroyed by the
forces of the German workers thcmsiivcs.

Wahgec;:l Hitler tmck power, he t:adbaMI
man to gain su of the basic
mass  of dl%a Gmnanpp:rno;king class.
8,000,000 voted for the Social-Democrats
and 6,000,000 for the Communist Party
in 1932. It was only the betrayal of the
Social-Democratic and Communist leader-
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Sccond, a clear explanation to the
peoples of the Soviet Union, Germany
and the world, of the real natre and
causcs of the war. Not the lying and
meaningless statements of the capitalist
politicians that it is due to the blood-hwust

and megalomania of Adolph Hgsttér. But
the simple truth that it is in gbe interests
of finance capital and the ation of

‘ww i L= e : all.it is the
duty of Swalin t clearly differentate to
the German v;nrl:rlts bctwe::taJ the aw:é
being fought e Soviet Union
that being wx ycd by capitalist Britain
under Chu:chiﬁ

Third, instead of the chauvinist appeal,
an international socialist call to the Ger-
man and European workers and soldic o

' 1 3 L
Iu?(:n t:loc af[x tEcnsmn j e the Socialist revolu-

o watope; this would be the only
Micans of awakitn.ing the class solidarity
of the once proud and mighty German
working class.

NECESSARY CONDITIONS FOR
WORKERS" DEMOCRACY

Stalin and the Soviet burcaucracy will
not and cannot make usc of these revolu-
tionary methods. Why? Workers have
often asked us—"If you are in favour
of the Soviet Union why do you attack
the leaders in Russia?”

Russia is a workers' state because the
land, mines, banks, factories, nilwzs
have been taken out of the hands of the
capitalists and have been nationalised.
That is why, in spite of all the crimes
of Stalin, the Soviet Union must be de-
fended by every class conscious worker
to the fullest extent.

Lenin laid down certain conditions for
the existence of a workers’ state which
can be summed up as follows :

1. All officials to be clected with right
of recall through workers' Councils
(Soviets).

2. The abolition of the standing army
and its substitution by the armed

le.

3 f':fcgpoﬁicia[ to reccive a wage higher
than that of a skilled worker.

4. Administrative posts to be filled
gradually in rotation so that no per-
manent officialdom could be formed.

WHAT IS THE “ STALINIST
BUREAUCRACY "?

But a similar process has taken place
in Russia to that which took place in the
Labour and Trade Union movement in
Britain, The trade union movement here
was formed as a weapon of strugifc
against capitalism. But the officials—the
Citrines and Bevins—gradually took over
control and operated the trade unions in
their own interests. Every trade union-
ist knows this from his own experience.
But this does not mean to say we reject
trade unionism. What it does mean is
that we must conduct a struggle to get
rid of the Citrines and Bevins and 5:1:
whole strata of burcaucrats in order to
transform the trade unions into fighting
jpstruments of the working class.

In Russia, likewise, because of the
backward development of the country and
the defeats of the world working class,
power has been seized out of the hands
of the workers by the officialdom, the
burcaucracy. In this case the officials,
2ot of a trade union, but of a state. The
IT"™Mn government officials, managers,
heads of 1heury, ctcetera, are now utilis-
ing the workers' in their own inter-

ests instead of the sorkers  All
|;ﬁ;:-‘:';t:andi‘;i.on.:.':dlaid Tdhcm by Lenin arc
ing eradicated. Soviets no long
exist. The officials arc arbitrarily
pointed and removed from aboye with ﬁ
workers having 10, ¢ntrol’ over them.

]"‘IPI““" of e armed people, we have the
Ui Teactionary caste system restored in
the army and the privileged officer strata.
The law that the wages of officials do not
cxceed those of the skilled workers was
abolished years ago.

This privileged caste defends its power
and privileges against the working class,
just as Morrison and his ilk do. To
understand this is to understand the de-
struction of the entire Old Bolshevik
Guard, the destruction of the rights of
the working class, of the officer cadres of
the Red Army when go% of the General
Staff werc murdered and three quarters
of the officers executed. The represent-
ative of this burcaucracy is Stalin, who
has organised nothing but defeats for the
workers.

INTERNATIONALISM IS THE
ONLY SALVATION

The victories under Lenin and Trotsky
were obtained, not only by the response
of the Allied and German working class
to their international calls, but by relying
on the democratic organisations of the
workers. Lenin based his power on the
workers, placed his trust on their initiat-
ive and self sacrifice, and made his first
rule to tell the workers the truth. At
every crisis in the wars of Intervention
the Bolsheviks made an open, world wide
appeal to the masses, never misinforming
them or sowing illusions. But the in-
competent and venal bureaucracy dare
not do this. One of the principal factors
in the demoralisation of the French
nation was the vicious censorship. In
Russia today we see the contempt and
panic with which the bureaucracy regard
the masses in an even more rigid stifling
of néws. According to the News Chron-
icle Moscow correspondent, the destruc-
tion of the Dniepnostroy Dam was not
known to the masses of the people in the
capital. The correspondent himself was
not aware of it until he heard it on the
British wireless.
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CHURCHILL'S POLICY
The acceptance by Stalin of the Atlan-
tic Charter deception is a betrayal of the
workers of Russia and the world. Chur-
chill and Roosevelt are despatching care-
fully calculated aid to Russia. But be-

hind the scenes the policy which Moore-
Brabazon indiscreetly blurted out is the

policy of the ruling class. They wish to
see the Soviet Union (;cs:gl—bm only
aftec Germany has beén ienty weak-
encd to collapse urider the offensive of

Anglo-American imperialism, By relyi

on them, Stalin had placed the workers’
state in the gravest danger of destruction.
The capitalists will furn the flow of sup-

plies on and off as ifsuits them.
rhcunderﬁsmt: ’ ‘ky .:'.

the Soviet Usion { only Aalf that of
Germyiny and occupk . But with
the occupation of sme of main in-
dustrial areas of theUSSR, this disparity
is now even greatq From this point
of view, apart frop the superiority of
German mulitary tehnique and organis-
ation, if Hitler retais the support of the
German people andjis armies and if the

do not rise

les in occupied Europe
m these twc}b) ditions are la.rgcclcr
interdependent), tha Russia is doomed.
Reliance upon thi capitalist democrac-
ies means incvitabl{ disaster. Churchill
and Roosevelt are ot out to smash fasc-
ism or defend the bnquests of October.
The ruling class istaking advantage of
the sentiment amonj the workers for sup-
port of the Soviet Union for their own
ends. That is what lies behind the
“Tanks For Russi{ Week ” which was
launched by Beaverfrook. Every worker
would like tw see greatest possible
material support sejt to the gallant de-
fenders of &c USS. But while control
of these supplies repains in the hands of
the ruling class thes is no guarantee that
these will be sent ghen most needed, or
even that they wil] be sent at all. To
trust the promises pf aid given by Mr.
Mmrc-BraEazon an} his ilk who control
the government, wild be suicidal.

THE USSR WILY BE DEFENDED
OUR WAY

Russia must be cefended in spite of the
fact that Stalin and the bureaucracy are
in control, in the sinc way as we defend
the trade unions | capitalist attack
even though the libour bureaucrats con-
trol them. The defeat of Russia would

o

signal the most tﬁblc set-back for the

working class for ithe past two decades.
Because of this, weldare not sow illusions
among the workersi The only guarantee
that real aid will be despatched to our
Russian brothérs in sufficient quantities
to affect the issue of the great battles,
is when the Shop Stewards and Trade
Union Committees control the despatch
of supplies.
The tasks of
clear: Full su
Soviet Union a
German imperi

¢ British workers are
for the fight of the
inst the onslaught of
But to rally behind
Churchill and tHe British ruling class
would be to e certain the ultimate
destruction of the] Soviet Union and the
victory of fasci a workers’
government in Blitain could impel the
German masses td overthrow Hider and
together with Russian and British

The story of Britun's food supplies
and how they are distributed is one of the
most scandalous stories of the war. It s
a story of millienaire racketeers who arc
reaping a golden harvest at the expense
ot millions of hungry men and women,
daily going short ot essential foods; it is
a story of red tape, muddle, and incfh-
ciency in Government circles, which
apart from issuing periodic threats and
long-winded statements, do nothing what-
soever to ease the situation. The ume has
come for Britain's consumers to act.

HOW THE BLACK MARKET
WORKS

"It there were no black sheep, there
would be no black market.” This 1s
Lord Woolton's explanation of the great-
est ramp of modern umes. The quesuon
that anses is, ** who are the black sheep
and who runs the black market?”

T'he market deals mainly in unrationed
goods, which are subject to price control,
because it is much more profitable for
the seller to sell his goods illegally to
those who can afford to pay high prices,
than to scll them to the ordinary workin,
class housewives who can barely aﬁorﬁ
the controlled amount. It is therefore
the most fashionable and select hotels,
clubs and restaurants, the wealthy pro-
prictors of country mansions, specialising
in week-end guzzling parties, who are
the greatest customers of the * black
market ", Nawrally the patrons of the
high class cating houses and week-end

“ hunting and shooting " parties differ in
bank-book stability from the soldiers, en-
gincers and miners wives. The yellow

press admits quite openly that the real
" black shccpg are (:hpf pzr:opie with the
money. p

Likewise the “ black market” itself is
no mere " Petticoat Lanc” venture, For
the enterprising speculator it is one of the
greatest money making games of the war.
The " Daily Herald"” states that “ Key
men in the racketeering ring have been
able t obumin supplies on which they
aimed at making profits running into six
figures”. It is ogvious that the type of
individual who goes in for large trans-
actions of this description is far different
from the small-scale retailers who have
been heavily fined for minor profiteering

offences. Investigations have shown that

by the banks for activity.  Of course
the so-called ““ well infarmed ™ newspdper
correspondents are united in procla'uan
the banks' innocence, though it is difficult
to understand how the banks were fooled
into lending money for something they
arc supposed to know nothing about.
Things just don’t happen that way in the
\\'0!’1{?01: finance, and it is clear that the
ring-leaders of the “ black market” are
men of money and not "rup'i::nny ha'
penny Crooks ™. In other wor the pro-
prictors and customers of the black market
are the rich and well-to-do and not the
workers and small shopkeepers.

A PROFITEERS' PARADISE.

Meanwhile profiteering continues on a
vast scale. Sir Douglas McCraith, chair-
man of the North Midland Regional
Food Investigation Price Committee has
stated that he knew of cases where “a
manufacturer sold cans of soup at 6/6 a
dozen they reached a retail shopkeeper
at 12/- a dozen and he sold them to the
public at 14/6 a dozen. In between came
seven middlemen, cach of whom made a
profit.”” For being so outspoken, he was
openly rebuked by the government.

Carrots which last Autumn cost 8/1d.
a cwt., are now being sold at 17/6. Yet
;Iarmluctiun is three times greater than
ast year. Melons have been sold at [2

——— e e e

FOOD SCANDAL GROWS

CONSUMERS MUST CONTROL

cach and peaches at 5/-. Any housewife
can spend hours giving similar examples.
WORKERS GO HUNGRY

The people who suffer most from mis
notorious racket are naturally the work:
class. Heavy industrial workers, Old age
pensioners and farm workers are existi
on a starvation level Whimlf.;; the ﬁri4;h idlers
think nothing of s a fiver on a
meal. M, %}oorgtl:x?}riﬂ:ths, M.P, has
told the House of Commons that he knew
a lad of 15 years of age working in the
mines, who had got out of at 4.30
in the morning and went to work with
nothing but * dry bread for his snap".

A Labour Party food investigator re-
ports the following extract from remarks
made by an old age ioner, ' The
trouble 15 that we can't get sufficient food
on our 34/- a weck,” said the old lady.
“I'm too old to work,"” said her husband
“and too frail to firewatch. I'd like to
do something, but—weli, 1 can’t get
enough food to build me up ™. Another
gives cxtracts from remarks made by a
tarm labourer’s wife, “He has breud
and margarine before he leaves and takes
bread ams:l margarine sandwiches. Comes
home for a cup of tea at half past four,
more bread and jam and a suet pudding
with jam in it if there is jam and tocs.
Doesn't sound much for a working man
does it?  But that's all he has some days."

“The meat lasts from Saturday ull
Wednesday, but the children don’t have
as much meat as they could do with."

" Gordon has to get most of it, other-
wise he'd never be hit for his work.” At
this Gordon Dales’ mouth set in a2 tight
line. * That's truc enough. And | hate
.. . HATE . . . wking it from these
children of mine.”

COMBINES ARE HAPPY

At the top stands the mighty combines.
For them * everything in the n is
lovely ",  Mr. Herbert Davies, director gf
Lever Bros. and Unilever, and ~% P¢}

i rake Mills, is = OL cbuaiaes.s
%&n?ﬂﬁ: rﬁﬂtsll;c Ministry of Food's

disssibution of oils, fats and rnarsuh. :

His Company Lever Bros. (Unilever)

show a record profit of £6,987,130 ﬂ
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CONSUMERS MUST CONTROL

Why are such injustices taking place?
The Znswcr is simple. Because the
nation’s food supplies are controlled and
managed by bankers and capitalists who
are out to make as much profit as lEt'm
sible. The government represents their
interests and not those of the workin
class and whilst it carries out isola
petty prosccutions, the real culprits always
escape. The “black market ™ is not some
sort of alien social disease; but a reflection
of the rottenness and corruption of -cap-

italism, and will continue no matter whae -

prosecutions take place, because ’whcrcvcr
casy money is to be made you will always
find speculators. :

The only way to remedy food shortage,
the black market and profiteering is to
take control out of the “:mls of the cap-
italists and their government agents and
place the country's food supplies under
the control of committees elected by
housewives, distributive trade workers,
small shopkeepers and factory workers.
Already several big factory canteens have
been taken over by the works committees
and are being run with great success by
the workers themselves,

To end the chaos and to assure equit-
able distribution, consumers must control.

G. Heavy,

NOTICE OF MEETING

AT 630 P.M.

24th Anniversary of the
RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

HOLBORN
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9th

HALL

Doors Open at 6 p.m.

Leading Trotskyist Speakers

workers, establish§a Socialist Europe.

E, Grant,
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