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PROBLEMS FACING
LABOUR PARTY WORKERS

BY VINCENT CHARLES

The Labour Party Conference meets at a time when the national economy is beset

with tremendous difficulties, Resolutions on the agenda
uneasiness amwong the best sections of the rank and file of

this year reveal a sense of
the Labour Party. Workers

are posing the question: has the Labour Goversment taken full advantage of its oppor-

tunities and really earried out a struggle against capitalism?

Will the policy of the

Labgur leaders prepare the way for Socialism or will there be a swing back to Tery

reaction in the next period?

.

It is true that the Labou This wvital fuct receives full coustitutes the gravest threat Lo the
Governmept cawe to power at u recagnition  on the l'nuh:r-.-nm-ifuumw-! Labour. While the Yonng
time of grest shortages ou a world Agenda.  No fewer than fifteen | Tories with the assistance and cn-

resolutions dealing with one | couragement of the Conservative

scile and in the chnos of the after-
math of  war Every
worker knows what would have
been  thy disastrous consequences
bad the Tories come to power, It
true  thut the Labour
Government  has  introduced  im-
portant social reforms: Subsidies
o food, the FEdueation Act, the
Health Aot and other
sehemivs, To a grent extent, thesc
have been paid for by the workers
themselves. ~T'hey have earrvied ont
the of wnationalisation
of conl, railways, ga®, clectrieity
and the nationalisation of
being  projected  fur  the
Seastons of Parliament.

lusve been opposed by the Tories,
Lhey evostitute powerful - factors
which help the Labour leaders to
metain the support of the mas es
At the present dme, coupled with
the existence of full emiployment,

wipeet or another of the problem
of workers' control has been sent
in. Not a single one of them

Lathour

Goverument,  Some of the reso-
lutions confuse the [ssue of
technical manngement with that of
control ; others attempt to fit con-
trol inte the frumework of the
Joint Produetion Committees. DBut
the general trend is clear—the reso-
lutiong voiee the coucern of the
movement #t the cconomic policy
pursued by the Labour® Govern-
ment, Uhis is also clear in many
af the resolutions dealing with the
Government’s Wages, Prices and
Profits policy.

The resolutions from Salford
(North) DLLP. and Chatham and
Rochester DJILP. give expression
to the general fear prevalent in the
movement that the Government
pay try and back out of national-
ising the Iron snd Steel Indnstry.
Salford’s, in particular is o good

i alo

varions

Progratnme

steel 15

coming

All thesy

I.\||| this appenrs impressive. But resolution: It reads:
what Drocesses are ,"L.;";: ph"“_.: : .

Far  from the bastions of SALFORD
capitalism being overthrown, they RESOLUTION

retuain  intae The ecupitalists
today, dare reaping profits greatet
thay nnder the Tory governments
before the war. Tndeed, profits are
resching record heights.  With 806
of the cecnnmy still under private
\'\lll_'l"‘ll"p the laws of capitalism
continue.

“This Confercoee calls upon
the Labour Government to place
on the Statute Book, during this
session, un Act for the National-
of thy Tron and Steel
lndustry, without compensation,

1sation

The  smal auemployment  in an Act which shall have ns its
Britatyy, ‘toduy j&  not  due foundation n complete scheme of
ta the measarvs of the Labour Contrel by the Workers engaged
I""'"'”l‘.“""l:‘ [Inemployment  in in the Industrs. In every Iron
capitalist . wien i2 also vogligible ! = '

: i merien 4= also vegligible and Steel Plant, there shall b

at present. Uhis is due to the laws |

of capitalism: the inevitable boom | elected a Committer of Control

which followed the: destruction of This Committee shall inelude the
the war. The help iven by Maonngement and Technicians
L : E 3 K
"\"{“‘"..ut: ”,“l':;”al':"‘"‘ by the Loan ruptesentatives, but only the
o 408 EAd i 7 1 ;
nos .c{‘:e... 1} _...1‘. will _m_.!_l clocted workers' reprosentutives
temponarily alleviate the condition ol Bive: aoting powerss »TN
of ailling Dritish veonomy, whieh "'"l_ ave goting . i
will lead to & crisis of over-pro. | Committes ghall have power to
duction. examine all aspects of the vom-
WiKere: willl this. and? - Thres pany’s aetivities, financial and
yoars ‘sfter the wnr, vet another technical und to have aceess To
world  war looms abead a< the all books past and present e

inevitable consequence of the antag- Inting to the business of the firm.

onism berweon Ameviean {mperinl

npprove the existing poliey of the |

Party, arc growing into n powerfnl
bastion for enpitalism, Labour's
youth finds itself hamstrung by the
fears and prejoudices of its elders,
No League of Youth worthy of the
name cun emerge while the exist-
ing restrietions remuin! The age
limit of 21 prevents the develop-
ment of an experienesd leadership,
l'."[n'l"iu“_! in view of the fact that
at the age of 18 the young men
are called up uwnder the Con-
seription Acts,

For its full development, the age
limit of the League of Youth must

be raised to 25, the Taengue must
have the right to hold its  own
natinon]l cunferencss, to elect s

own leadership and to control iis
OwWn [Hress.

FOR DEMOCRACY

Between the publicaiion of the
preliminary and finul Agendas for
the Cooferenee, some significant
changes have taken pluce. Mast
important of these changes is the
diznppearance from the Order
Paper of the resolution from East
Tewishum which sought to cusare
that conference decisions should be
binding on the Labour Government.
Under pressure from the ALFP. for
East Lewisham, Terbert Morrison,
the resolotion has been withdemwn
but  the issue will be  discossed
under resolutions standing in the

name of the Eddishury aund St
Maryleboue Parties,  Tf the Party
leaders enan  ignore  Conference

will, onec they have
beey swort in as ** Lis Majesty's
Ministers,” then what becomes of
the clanim that there ls ™ genmne
demoeracy ' in the Labour Puriy?

In the Preliminary Agenda, all
the recolutions dealing  with  the
“ Anti-1ed * idrive of ‘Transport
House, condemned it. "The Aol
agenda reveals  that Morgun
Phillips and his friends from Head-

decisions at

“ witeh-hont 7,

The pringipl of Workers" Control
to be applied to all Industries
witlonalised pust and present.”

ism - and the Sovier Union; an
Auingonism w Bivh must exist while
capitalism continues.

The illusions geneeated by the N Ay N “w
Labone leaders 0 the Gouera FOREIGN POLICY
dlection  are  and  will  be - Ry L

: ; As at every Conference sinee
.d“ﬂ""“-.‘ﬂ‘ And the Tories are - B Tarate AfFnlre
utilising the discontent of the Labour took office, Foreign Affairs

feature largely on  the Agenda.
Out of the 15 Resolations origiu-
ally submitted, only one gives foll
support to the Government's policy.
Strangely enongh, this comes from
Arthor Horner's Trade Union—
the National Union of Mineworkers.

On the whole, indeed, the foreign

middle clnss and backward workers,
placing  the  responsibility  for
Britain’s purlous situstion on the
shoulders of the Labonr lemders,

The reverse: sullend by Labour
in the last two Locul Government
tlections vame as n deep slhivk to
the rapk-and-file. Ap examination

of the eanges of these defents hus | Policy  resolutions reveal  much
pinde it clear that Tabonr is losing | greater confusion ”‘.m‘ do  thosa
support, principully  among  the dealing_with econmmnic policy at
middle ‘lasses. not beeane it has|home. That from Dagenlham, which

“That this Counfer-

introdaced * ton mnch socialism = | Simply ‘“l_l""h this U
bt precisely for the opposite | SNC2 re-affirn(s ity belief in inter-
reason. The buresneratic restrie- | Pational Socialism as the surest

penee

Ir

attaining warld

1SS0S,

of

roises the

Wiy
reutly '
it smecesds in reaching the Coufer-

foms imposcéd op the country have

lIﬂll}ill'.{ in common with socialismm bauslce

but serve only to  irritate ze : :
!;:\'r‘l‘.-l of I.::I]mur'_-|:-|:;.:.I|-f’.l..n_ LIy ence floor in that form 1t ﬁ!ln“]li
J provide wide  scope furl inter-
= RES " nationalists to give the fullest ex-

15 RESOLUTIONS Drossion to their views.

ON WORKERSN DEMAND

CONTROL RIGHTS FOR YOUTH

An essential feature of a =enuine Muoeh concern is also falt it the
soctalist eeonomy that s | Purty about the sitnation of the
planned  cconomy  and  that The hostile atti-
workers.,  through  thelr  elected | tude of the Labour Party lendership
represcntatives, huve o full measur | toward: the ereation of a genuineg,
of control over it. | fighting, socinlist vouth organisation

is it is

the | League of Youth

M
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3y its magipulation of the Card
Vote, Trausport Hovse will un-
doubtedly get majorily support at
Sceurborough this whitsuntide,
"he leadership will attempt
stampede  the members o the
Labour Party round the issue of
dictatorship  versus  dewmocraey,
They will point to the methods of
Stalinist totulitarianism in Ruk 1t
and FEnastern Europe. Labonr
workers must roject the policies of
roformism ns well as the policies
of Stalinism. A clear Tuter
uational Socialist poliey based on
firm workers demoeracy with con-
trol of the administration of the
Stute and industry by the working
class ix the only road forward.

Workers looking for a militant
lead must group themselves round
n Loft-wing programme which will
rully the workers for a real on-
slaught against capitalism. Events,
we helieve, will convinee the mass
of the Laboor Movement that only
a revolutionary anti-capitalist oro-

to

gramme ean Jead  to the hetter
dritain and the new \m:'!d of
Socialism which we all de<ire to

build.

P—————

- — i

|
| S NOW AVAILABLE

Permanent
Revolution

!
|
E
t".
B

By LEON TROTSKY
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quarters buve been hosy in the
meantime, and one or two smend-
ments fnow give support to the |

News n
wing campdign indicates the
witch-hunt s assuming.

Typieal is @f incideut deseribed
ns  follows ind the puper of lht:l
Aniecrican rot=kyists, the

“ Militant ™ - A mob collected before the bouse
*On Marelh o, o boodlum mob m"! broke all the windews. 'I.lw
e i’ + | police arrived and soon left. The
ingitedd by  ofwspupers  and  en- | vigilante mob then battered down
conraged by e poliee, smushed | the doors and wreeked the interior
¥ 4 '
down the dood of the house of the | of the home. Furniture wis over-
local officiul of the Communist |turned and smashed, drawers were
. E ; 1l le thel contents
(Stalinist) rty in  Columbus, pulled out and TS ;

Ohio ked the

e enlmination of 'n
wr nnd police cam-
‘redds ' oomt of
days the news-
the Seripps-Howard
t Columbus Cfizen’, had, in effect,
ovited thei renders o take |
vigilunte actigh by printing pictures
of the housefits oceupants, giving
the uddress g telephone number.

S After setpral nights of threat-
eming  phond ealls, visits from
toughs who {ried to heat him up,

and wr interior.

“*This was
steady news]
paign  w
Colnmbus,
papers, led b

ocks and dncrete being  harled
through. th windows, Frank |
Hashmall, Comununist Party |
ollicial, aftey appealing vainly for

police protec
and their O

on, fled with his wife
onths old infant.

- PRESENT
MILITARISM |

Here are the
expenses for 1917-48,

719% of the total budget,

FUTUKE WARS

(W ar Department, Navy Department
Terminal leave for enlisted personnel,

Stockpiing of strategic

PABT WARS . .X....... . $12,294,000,000
{Veterans' services, Pensions,

drice, |

WAE PREPARATIONS :  PROPPING
UP WAR ALLIES . $3617.000000 9.7
WELFARE, HEALTH, EDUCATION,
| INTERNAL EXPENSES, ETC
] 1
$6,989,000,000 l8-8 il
OTHER $3,517,000,000
(General government, Refunds,
Tl AT | T R R 9.5

' TOTAL BUDGET.

e

; rea{-hi'ng us from America of the anti-left

capitalist hooligans against activi-

of the Ameriean Labour movement,

plications so

estimated Federal Government
Note how fature wars, past
wars, and war preparations account for mors than

Reé-ad pustments,

) ”‘fﬂ;'ﬂkdﬁ'. '.lOlbe: rervices, Admmiy-

l tration, Ingevest on public war debt,
TR Y

alarming proportions the

Complete Shambles

“Then the vigilante attack came.

trampled on. Venetinn blinds were
torn apart, all electrie light hulbs
smashed. When the mob was
finished the place was a eomplete
shambles.

“ When the mob had finished the
police arvived and ordered it 1o
disperse.  No arrests were made,

Then follows a series of reports

of the pgangsterism of  hired

ties on the part of various sections

including the teade unions.

Iet those who are supporting
the drive against * Commuuism
here learn from these scandalous
happenings in the U.S.A. the im-
far as the Labour
movement is coneerned,

COST OF
NTHEUS.A. |

Per

$10,776,000,000 Cent.

29.0

materials elc.)

Benefits,

1

33.0 }\

Insur- “

. . $37,193,000,000

Vehicle St

(Continued from Page 1.)

the isspe, the Esxecutives should
have exposed the palicy und fought
against’ it,

No Organised Collections

Widespread support, the ercation
of working -cluss solidarity is an
importaut factor for the success of
any strike. The work of the Dis-
trict Strike Commirtees was good
in many respects, though wvaried.

The muin weakness was the fact
that no eollections were organised.
The fact that the men were
receiving strike pay ‘should not
have deterred the organisation of
solidority collections, Circnlars to
branches and factory collections
represent the strongest wagpon in

the hunds of striking workers,
Support on this basis shows the
employers thut the workers are

ready for a long fight and that they
have support in their struggle.

Coupled with a clear opposition
to the wuge freewe, the vehicle
builders appeal would have gained
a good response from organised
lnbonr.

Role Of The
Communist Party

During the early part of the
strike, the “ Daily Worker™ took
a svmpathetic attitude to the strike.
In view of the change in the Com-
munist Party line last November,
when Harry Pollitt doclared that
the main tusk of the Purty was to
defémd  the standords of the
workers, and in wview of their
vociferous opposition to ‘the wage
freese, this wans expected. The
veliele builders accepted the sup-

port of the “Worker” with
gympathy and enthusiasra,
The course of the strike, how-

evar, exposed this support for the
shum it was,

acceptance by the Unions of the
terms offered by the employers,
riling out arbitration. On Friday,
this theme was further developed
by (yeorge Rinfield's article
* Inside Industry.” Brother

| Stewart, reporting on behulf of the

Executive to the Glasgow workers,
stated on April 25th, that as the
result of an article in a national
newspaper on Thursday, the atti-
tude of the employers stiffened on
the eve of settlement, and for this
reason the Executive recommended
return to work without any con-
cessions having been won.

The paper conld only be, and was

understood to  be, the * Daily
Worker.”
The articles in  the * Daily

Worker "' which proclaimed vietory
even before the 1'nion Executives

| had considered the terms, showed

the bosses that a settlement was
on the cards, in fact, almost
certain, The * Worker " gave u
valuable weapon to the bosses
which the Trade Union officials did
not fail to nse.

The leaders of the Communist
Party muy argue that this was a
mistake. Bot every worker knows
that any hint of readiness to settle
before terms have been  reached,
only serves to strengthen the em-
ployers. In any ease, the * Daily
Worker” and Sinfield have the
responsibility to  explain  their
action. Perhaps the Communist
Party legdership will explain 1t
away os a Right wing attempt to
foist responsibility onto them. The
triuth is otherwise.

The Communist Party factions in
the two Unions were instrocted

over the week-end to vote in favour |
of a return to work., 1In Glasgow |

thasg instructions were given hy |
Henderson, Communist Town |
Conneillor,

|

The disgust of the rank and file|
C.P. militants ean be seen by the
voting which was 7-5 in favour of

{n Thursday, April 22ud, the
"!hll}’ Worker " forecast the

:

256, Harrow Road, London, W.2
the return, with one abstention.' Brock & Co. Ltd., (T\U.), Wad

POLICY OF

* tionary Marxists of other
of the Fourth International.

transitional programme :

large financial,

of production at all stages in

w
-

State.

repayment of small savings.

4
open  to  inspection
Committees,

by the

of a State-financed national

tenants’ committees,
6.

small shopkeepers,

8,

and anti-labour laws, and the

by a workers’ militia;
law; clear out the reactionary

of worker-ofticers,

illegulisation of anti-semitism
hatred of ng deseription. For
the fermati

defend workers’ orgamisations,
fascist attacks.

11,
their own form of Government

12. Unconditional defence

Russia.
with all occupation forees from

world socialism.

The Revolutionary Communist Party stands for the
establishment of a system of society in which class
divisions and the exploitation of man by man have
been abolished and the introduction of a comimunist
mode of production and distribution in which people
produce sccording to their ability and receive from
society according to their needs. The R.C.P. declares
this to be an international task, to be undertaken by
the British working class in close collaboration with
the workers and exploited masses of all lands, and is
united for this purpose on a world scale with revolu-

of its goal, the R.C.P. strives to win the support of
the majority of the British working class for the &
overthrow of capitalism and the establishment of a
Workers' Government, on the basis of the following

1. The nationalisation of the land, all atomic processes, all *
insurance, industrial and distributive and
transport enterprises without compensation and their organ-
isation on the basis of an overall production plan, with controk

elected committees of workers and technicians,
Foreign trade to be concentrated in the hands of the

3. Abolition of the national debt with provision for the

Abolition of business secrets. All company hooks io be

5. Luxury hotels and mansions to be requisitioned and all
existing housing space, to be controlled and allocated by tenants’
committees. An end to luxury building and the establishment

operated in collaboration with the building trade unions and

Distribution of food, clothes, fuel and other consumers
goods in short supply and the fixing of prices in collaboration
with and under the control of committees elected from the
co-operatives, distributive trades, factories, housewives and

7. A rising scale of wages to meet any increase in the
cost of living, to be assessed at regular intervals by workers’
and housewives' committees and the trade unions, with all
wages based on a guaranteed minimum; a falling scale of hours
with no reduction in wages to absorb the unemployed, who
must be fully maintained while not working; a maximum week
of 40 hours without loss of earnings.

Abolition of the Monarchy, the House of Lords and the
law of inheritance; the immediate repeal of all strike-breaking

rights for men and women in the armed forces.

9. Dissolution of the standing army and ils substitution
abolition of conscription and military
officer caste; for the election of
offivers from the ranks. The establishment of military schools
by the trade unions at the expense of the State for the training

10, Withdrawal of police protection from fascist meetings;

ui {efence mm&haﬂmn_@lﬂltﬂtﬂlﬂ
working class organisations to combat fascist provo

Immediate freedom for the colonial peoples to choose
of British troops from all colonial countries.

imperialist powers; for the overthrow of the privileged Stalinist
bureaucracy and the re-introduction of workers' democracy in

13. An end to secret diplomacy;
annexations or reparations based upon the self-determination of
nations; the unconditional withdrawal of British troops together

14, Unity with the workers and exploited masses of all
lands in the struggle for the overthrow of capitalism and the
establishment of a United Socialist States of Europe and for

THE R.C.P.

lands in the organisation
Towards the attainment

the hands of democratically

st

i

Trade Uniomns and Workers'

bousing plan, drawn up and

introduction of full electoral

———

and the propagation of race
direet workers’ action through

premises, and meetings from 1

and the immediate withdrawal

of the Soviet Union against all

a peace withont

foreign soil, (3

rike |

Five were prepared to make a
clear stand in favour of continuing
the strike after 31 weeks on the
streets,

Serions members of the Com-
munist Party muost face the ques-
rion of how far the Party's policy
has changed from the wartime
policy of strike-breaking. The
sctions of the Communist Party in
this strike have demonstrated yet
aguin that the Communist Party
does not stand as the serious
revolutionury party of the working
class. Opposition to the wage
freeze on paper has certainly not
in this case been reflected in action.
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Please
Help !

Every Penny
Counts

Readers of  the
Appeal " are aware that our paper
has been the subject of a [libel
action by the employers of Savoy
Hotel Litd.

It is  wellknown that the
* Socialist Appeal "’ has ng wealthy
backers. [Its support comes from
the pennies of the working class,
It can ill-afford such libel actions.

An agreed statement is published
in this issuc of the * Socialist
Appeal ”, and a sum of money is
to be paid to Savoy Hotel Ltd.

Added to this, our legal expenses
are considerable, '

Up to the present, workers
in Trade Union branches, in
factories, including catering
workers, have rallied to the assist-
ance of the * Socialist A "
Bui the amount received is by no
means sugdent to cover our needs,

We appeal to every class con-
scious worker to give as generously
as possible. ORGANISE COL-
LECTIONS IN YOUR FACTORY

AND UNION BRAMNCH. SEND
INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBU.
TIONS, NO MATTER HOW
SMALL.
Semd all donations o :
A. ROSS,

256, Harrow Road,
Paddington, London, W.2.

Murk the envelope:

b

“ Savoy Oase,”
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“ Socialist



