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End Talks About
“Unofficial” Strikes

The Labour and Trade Union leaders, backed by the full
weight of the eapitalist press, have launched an attack on
workers who are participating in strike activity.

Behind the apparent self-sureness, this ecampaign
indicates the waning confidence on the part of those
“leaders ™ in their ability to control the rank and file
workers in the interests of the employers,

'The most outspoken and brutal statement emanated from
the pen of Alfred Edwards, * Socialist” M.P., in the
“ Sunday Express,” of May 4th. Advoeating that strikes
showid be made illegal, he states :

* It should be a criminal offence to strike, punishable
by a prison sentence and a heavy fine upon the Union.
The Unions’ funds should be attacked for this purpose.
Exaetly the same treaiment should be used in the ecase
of unofficial strikes. The men who walk out should be
punished and again the Union fined for iack of discipline
within its ranks.”

He concludes : :

* If tiroy persist, put them outside the law and punish
them as they denerve. I feel no pity for thugs.”

In a speech to his constituents, Morrison, Lord
President of the Council, stated : " What are known
as unofficial strikes are really strikes against trade
unionism and against trade democracy, There seems
to be an idea in the heads of many workers that
if there is a strike they must be in it, and that
it 'would be a betrayal of trade union principles
to stay at work . . . If the strike is not called by the
elected trade union leadership then the strike is really
an anti-trade union strike.”

Other Cabinet Ministers, including Isaacs have made
similar statements.

Strike activity expresses the very essence of Trade Union
organisation. ‘The Trade Unions were fashioned as in-
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FOR A FREE, UNITED GERMAN REPUBLIC
OF . WORKERS AND PEASANTS

Against the Plunder Plans of the Big Four!

Against Annexation, Reparation, Dismemberment

Manifesto of the Fourth International

The resounding failure of the Moscow
But Germany is still covered with ruins,

temporarily ** unsolved ",

occupation zones, under four different military
still the prey of ruin, famine, lack of clothing and of housing.
needs are still unfulfilled after seven years of war and privation.
elementary democratic rights are still deniéd them after twelve years of Fascist

dictatorship.

For all their sudden outbursts of
*humanitarian ”  demagogy, the
Marshalls and Bevins did not go to
Moscow in order to find a solution
for these vital problems. While
hypoeritically opposing the
plunder policy of the Kremlin in
the form of reparations a policy
dictated by the latter’s particular
requirements—the Anglo-American
imperialists have clearly shown
their own brigand policy by
sharing out the coal of the Ruhr
among their French, Belgian and
Dutch satellites and by assuming
complete domination of all industry
in the Western zones of Germany.

Iach of the Big Four tries as
far as possible to include Germany
in its own economic and strategic
sphere of influence. Each plots,
from the point of view of its own
interests, the future and political
structure  of  Germany. The
Stalinist agitation for a speedy
centralization, like all the various
plans for & * German federation ”,
conceals the occupation powers’
common refusal to let the German
people freely decide their own fate.

The Big Four explain their
policy of oppression and plunder
by the mytlk of the * collective
guilt ™ of the German people in
starting the war. But the
capitalists of the whole world, who
today throw this dastardly accusa-
tion at the German masses, them-
selves for years economically,
politically and morally fortified
Hitler, whom they regarded as
their * anti-Communist bulwark .
While Hitler's concentration
camps and torture chambers went

dependent fighting class organisations, under the banner :
* United we stand—divided we fail.” It has long been
axiomatic in the working eclass movement that the
ONLY weapon possessed by the workers 1s THE RIGHT
TO WITHDRAW ITS LABOUR POWER.

In saying that the workers today should not strike, the
Labour and Trade Union leaders advocate, in effect, the
acceptance of ANY TERMS THE EMPLOYERS CARE
TO IMPOSE,

Were ihe workers to accept the advice of these leaders,
the very basis of Trade Unionissn would be undermined,
for without the right to strike, the trade ‘unions would he
rendered compietely impotent. The talk of “ discipline ”
in the ranks of the Unions by the leaders and the eapitalist
press is a mockery. The indiscipline is on the part of the
officials who flout the basic prineciples of trade unionism,
In recent months we have seen the sickening speetacle of
the General Secretary of the largest union in the country
(Deakin) being escorted from a meeting of striking trans-
port workers by a police body-guard. This in the name
of trade union democracy! We have seen Donovan,
Coppock, Fawcett, Lawther and others back-peddling on
the struggles of the 'working elass. We have seen the
Minister of Labour ex-Chairman of the T.U.C., acting in
the best traditions of any Tory who preceded him in that
office. Aeting in the name of trade unionism, they treat
the principles of the movement with the utmost contempt.

It is no easy decision for workers to cease
work. It involves loss of pay, and possibly weeks
of starvation for the strikers’ families. The recent sym-
pathetic aetion of the London dockers, first with the
Transport workers, then with the Glasgow dockers
required the highest sense of class duty and the greatest
morale. These dockers could well have done with their
weekly wages, but they saw on these occasions that their
feilow workers faced defeat without their assistance. Yes,
Mr. Morrison, these dockers took the traditional secialist
view that “it would be a betrayal of trade umion prin-
ciples to stay at work". They were the disciplined trade
unionists ; yoa were anti-trade umionist.

The talk about strikes being * unofficial ” must be ended.
e of the first steps must be the breaking of the
strial Truee and the freeing of the Unions from all
with the employers and State machine. If workers

ights they have the right te receive the backing of
their oxganisations, including the payment of strike benefit.
The wityholding of such benefits is precisely contrary to
the interssts of working class democracy. The only way
to disciplite the officials is to pay them the same wage as
the worker\on the job. When an end is put to their fat
living filehed from the pennies of the rank and file, they
will concern \themselves more with the welfare of the
workers.  Wixn all officials are subject to regular election
and immediate wcall. they will soon strive to serve the
rank and fite instead of the employers. Those who fail to
serve their class \pust be replaced by fighting militants
who will.

‘Workers go on stijke when their enduranee has reached
its limits. It is not they who are violating demoeracy, but
the union leaders ‘ani the Government Ministers who
imagine that democracy means that they dictate to the
workers what the workers should do; not that the Unions
and the Government are the servants of the workers but
that the working class amd unions must be obedient tools
of their policy. This is \their idea of democracy and
socialism. Tt is not the workers' idea. Demoeraey begins
at the bottom not at the top.
tmion leaders show how far removed they are from the
workers and prove the need for restoring genuine
democraey within the Trade Unions.

All the statements of the!

on smashing the resistance of
hundreds of thousands of German
anti-Fascist working class fighters,

| the British and American capital-

ists continued placidly to supply

German imperialism with all it
tmaded to build up its war
machine. While thousands of
militant Germas workers were

being murdered by the aszis, the
representatives of internationsl
capitalism wooed Hitler to gain his
good serviees and made whole
series of “ Friendship Paets' with
him,

The Stalinist bureaucracy has
particularly * distinguished " itself
in this campaign over the * collee-
tive gunilt " of the German people,
But this miserable lie will not make
the workers forget that in 1033,
Stalin torned the German working
class over to Hitler without a
struggle. It will not make them
forget that the Pact he concluded
with Hitler in 1939 precipitated
the invasion of Poland. Nor will
it make them forget that the ultra
chauvinist war-time propaganda of
the Kremlin was one of the prin-
cipal elements in paralysing the
revolutionary energy of the German
workers and in reinforcing Nazi
chauvinism.

World War, will only ecreate very
fertile groun for the rebirth of
another violent wave of chuuvin-
Ism in Germany,

Against the secret diplomacy of
the rowers of this earth, who are
carving up the living flesh of the
peoples, the Fourth International
re-affirms the nalienable right of
the German people to seli-deter-
mnation,

Workers of Europe !

To destroy Germany's industry,
to lower the standard of living and

to

the

Conference

Workers of Europe and America.

the German problem
cut up into four
The toiling masses are
Their most elementary
And the most

leaves

dictatorships.

the productivity of labour of its

masses to that of colonial slaves

means condemning the entire

The reformist amd Stalinist | we forget the refusal of the two |luropean economy, in  which
leaders, the lackies of imperialism | parties to issue a call for battle | German economy is the spinal
and of the Kremlin, also join this | to the 13 million workers who were [ column, to permanent depression.

No industrial and agricultural re-
vival of your continent is possible
if Germany is transformed into a
vast prison where 70 million
galley-slaves toil for the production
of reparations for the Stalinist
bureaueracy or profits for the
world capitalist class, The chains

ready to fight in the decisive hours
in 19337 And these charlatans,
whose policy has proved to be so
hopelessly bankrupt, to-day dare so
shamelessly to throw the gnikt for
their . own  ecrimes  onto - the
shoulders of the working masses
worn down by decades of uninter-

chorus of mud-slinging against the
German working clags with this
mounstrous myth fabrieated by their
bosses.

But it was precisely the eriminal
policy of these samé leaders that
permitted Hitler to take power in

Germany. Can we forget the con- | | $ . s Pio T ‘ : 3
stant capitulation of  the Social- rupted suffering, : ' S:‘:t &E?mﬁf 'E"'“‘_r) “r“.ff'rg“fg_ for
Democratic leaders to the ad- | Workers of the world ! it AOEER08 L OIS

crease the weight of the chains that
are erushing all of you.

Only a free, united Germauny,
under the leadership of its work-
ing class, can fully contribute to
the swift economic reconstruction
of your countinent through the
rational exploitation of its natural
wealth, the development of its in-
dustrial potentialities and the com-
plete utilization of the technical
qualifications of its workers. The

Destroy the myth that the entire
German people are collectively
responsible for the starting of the
war! Understand that the policy
of the Big Four, far from laying
the foundations for a lasting peace,
only prepares the starting point for
the race towards the Third World
War. Don’t forget that a new
robbers’ treaty, just like the
Versailles Treaty after the Pirst

vancing tide of Nagzism?  And
their shameful vote of confidence
in the Reichstag for the foreign
policy of the first Titler cabinet.
Can we forget the obstinate refusal
of the leaders of the K.P.D.
(German Communist Party) to
make a United Fromt with the
Social Democracy @gainst the
Hitler menace, despité the urgent
appeals of Leon Trotsky? Can

: Socialist unity of Germany is the
1ndlspgnsubiu condition for the
establishment of the Socialist

United States of Europe.

from the yoke of the Stalinist
dictatorship, would ouly transform

you into slaves of Wall Street.
The nationalist policies of the
bureancracy and its vile practice

of plunder and deportation are
greatly facilitating the task of the
American bankers and threaten to
provoke complete indifference on
the part of the German workers as
to the imperialist plans of trans
forming their country iunto a bul-
wark of the encireling chain
around the U.S.S.R. To tight this
mengee you must show the German
workers, whenever and wherever
Yyou can, that the internationalist
tradition of the October Hevolution
still lives on among you.

Remember the appeals of Lenin
Iauj.d Trotsky for * Peace without
Annexations or  Reparations,
*“For the fraternization of the
workers of all countries!” Show
the German workers that you want
to take this path onece more! Wor,
only fraternal collaboration between
a Germany free of national oppres-
sion and capitalist exploitation and
# Sovgt Union free of its bureau-
cratic parasites will give a new
impetus to  your collectivized
economy and will give you the
bread, liberty and culture of which
the Kremlin deprives you.

British

Workers !

Your votes carried the Labour
Government to power because you
hoped thus to find a peaceful road
to Socialism. But your ministers
have shown themselves, in Germany
as in Great Britain, to be the
faithful agents of British imperial-
ism. Will you allow those who are
supposed to be building Socialism

Workers of the
United States !

The oppression of Germany by
American imperialism, the final
pauperization of the German
workers, the definitive colonization
of its riches by your own mono-
poly ecapitalists—the very ones,
against whom you have ecarried on
such admirable strike struggles
since the end of the war—all this
must soon bear down heavily upon
the further development of your
own class struggle. The lowering
of the standard of living of the
German workers will give a power-
ful means of pressare to your
capitalist exploiters to use against
your own standard of living. The
military dietatorship that your
generals want to perpetuate in
Germany is a training school for
future would-be dictators of the

Congress Ministry
Jails Workers

33,000 TEXTILE WORKERS ON STRIKE
CENTRAL PROVINCES AND BEHAR
INDIA—

All the t.t-xlilﬁ mills in the whole of the Central
Provinces and Behar are at a standstill since March 9,
about 33,000 workers have been standing solidly behind
their union in its fight.

Under the mnotorious Publie
Safety Ordinance all the union
militants either were arrested or
had warrants issued against them,
Comrade Mehendre, the most active
worker in, and General Secretary

IN

Yet they were arrested and put in
gaols. The Congress Ministry did
shamelessly what the British
Governor's Section 93 administra-
tion had never dared to do.

These arrested workers were con-

<€, the Central Provinces and | victed and sentenced to from three United States. The same hyenas
Berar Teetile Workers Federation, | to five months’ imprisonment in who prepare the anti-labour laws
was one of the Sest Vietims of the | trials lasting mot more than an .

in Washington also want to reduce
the German working eclass to ab-
jeet slavery. Your struggle against
the greedy and reactionary policy
of the American trusts is one and
the same with the stroggle for the
recall of the American troops from
Gerisany and against _all the
reparation phems, 7

Workers of Soviet Russia !

The bloody police dictatorship
which weighs on your backs pre-
vents you from openly voicing your
hostility towards the bureaucratic
Stalin regime. But at the same
time you are more and more
worried by the accelerated prepara-
tions of Yankee imperialism for
the launching of a new World War.
That war, far from freeing you

Publiec Safety Ordinance.

The Provincial Ministry Yaes
openly said it will break the strike
at any cost or risk, Addressing
the press conference culled in the
fashionable Mount Hotel, Minister
D. P. Mishra said:«* These so-
called leaders do not want a peace-
ful transfer of power in June,
1948, We are prepared to stamp
out these anti-social elements, even
at the cost of bloodshed.,” This is
the non-violent creed of the
Congress !

The workers accepted the chal-
lenge by sending quite a large
number of groups of three to
demonstrate hefore the Assembly
Hall. Even the order under
Section 144 Criminal Penal Code
does not illegalise a body of three!

hour, in thé police “ chowkies ™ or
in emergency courts.

Frven when the Government is
trying by s possible means to
break this strike, the workers are
firmly behind the wunion. The
strikers’ demands are: an increase
in basic wages and an end to the
system of discharging permanent
and seasoned employees (who are
usually union militants) and re-
placing them by temporary
dilutees,

The latest news is that the
Government has, at last, had to
climb down, and Mehendre and
other strike leaders have been un-
conditionally released. Prelimin-,
ary arrangements for starting
negotiations have been made.

H. L. MISHRA.

Stalin-Stassen Interview

Can Communism Live Peacefully
with Capitalism?

THE RECENT PUBLICATION -OF
DEMONSTRATES ONCE AGAIN THAT STALIN HAS TURNED HIS BACK ON
LENIN'S THEORY OF THE IMPOSSIBILITY
COMMUNISM

PROMISE BETWEEN

The ecentral theme of Stalin's
discourse with Stassen was that
the difference between the economie
systems of the United States and
the U.S.S.R. is not of “ essential
importance " so far as co-operation
between the two powers is econ-
cerned. What is being spoken of
here, it must be understood, is not
an  expedient, an alliance of a
temporary character, but a whole
historical period of °*peaceful co-
existence of capitalism and social-
ism” to use the formula of
* Browderism "', “Let us not
criticise mutually our systems, said
the Generalissimo”, according to
the *“ Daily Worker”, “We can
live side by side.”

But that is not all: Stalin has
done more than up-date his mon-
strons * theory ” of building com-

munism in a single country. In an
interview with the “ goodwill
mission” sent by the British

Labobur Party, published on 10th
May, Stalin, aecording to the
“Times"”, expressed his *“ grati-
fieation that Britain and Russia
were travelling in the Socialist
direction. The Russian leader said
that, though Britain was travelling
in a roundabout, British way, he
felt that both countries would
reach the objective.”

(LP. leaders have certainly got
something to hite on now ! The
peaceful co-habitation of Russian
“gocialism ” and American im-
perialism, while Britain develops,
also peacefully, in the * socialist
direction™ by the * roundabout

™ ’ 1 :
Lenin’s Answer
H. ATKINSON
THE STALIN - STASSEN

BY
INTERVIEW

OF A LONG-LASTING COM-
AND CAPITALISM.

way " of reformism! What decep- | again so long as both capitalism
tion of the masses! what a |and socialism remain, we cannot

travesty of Marxism-Leninism to | Sve in peace. Either the one or
which Stalin and the national | the other in the long run will con-

"

Communist Party leaders eontinue | quer, There will be a funeral

to pay lip-service, This ideology | chant either for the Soviet H. ATKINSON

which took root in 1924 in the [ Republic or for world capitalism. victory of the world revolution
“ theory ” of * Socialism in One | This is a moratorium in a war.” is necessary_"”

Country * shortly after the death Mark well these words, Com- For Sraluiamr differetices. 6f
of Lenin, has unfolded over the | munist Party workers! And |social  system are not of
blood and bones of the Kuropean |compare this prophesy so tragic- | “ essential importanece.”

and Asiatic toilers throngh two
decades of hetrayal of the struggle
for sorialism,

How does all this tie up with the
ideas of Bolshevism, of Leninism?
Let us go back to the founthead,

to the annals of the Russian
Revolution.
Stalinism and Bolshevism

Stalin declares today that the

differences of social system are not |

of * essential importance”. In
March 1919 Lenin declared :

“We live not only in a state
but in a system of states, and
the existence of the Soviel
Republic side by side with im-
perialist states for an extended
period is unthinkable. In the
end either one or the other will
conquer.”

This was not a easual utterance.
It summarised the Bolshevik
attitude towards the Russian and
world  revolution. * We have
passed from war to peace”, said
Lenin in 1920, “ But we have not
forgotten that war will come

]

ally vindicated by the bloody
struggle just two years concluded,
with the deeeption of the masses
carried on by Stalinism today and
in the years preceding the war.
Before the war it was a question
of the “ peace loving democracies ™
getting  together to block the
* fascist aggressors ™. Now It's a
question  of “ co-operation ™ with
American imperialism.

In Russia itself, Stalin tells the
world, the stage of socialism has
been passed. Communism is now
being built. Such is the contempt
in which the Russian bureaucracy
hold the masses, that they do not
tronble to explain what has be-
come of the ideas contained in the
old Bolshevik Party text-books, the
A.B.C. of Communism, by
Bukharin and Preobrazhensky, in
which we read:

“The communist revolution
can be victorious only as a
world revolution, . . . In a situ-
ation where the workers have
won ‘only in a single country,
economic construction becomes

very difficult, . For the
vietory of communism the

Stalin  Rejected World
Socialism in 1924

The idea of ecapitalism and
socialism getting along together
is not new. In contradistinetion to
the internationalism of Lenin and
Trotsky, Stalin developed the re-
actionary, nationalist coneeption
of building socialism in one
country way back in 1924,

In the autumn of that year, in

a revised edition of his book,
“ Problems of Leninism”, Stalin
wrote :

“Having  consolidated its

power, and taking the lead of
the peasantry, the proletariat
of the victorious country can
and must build a socialist
society.”
Was this consistent with the ideas
of Bolshevism? Tt was diametric-
ally opposed. In April of the
same year Stalin  himself had
written, in an earlier edition of the
same bool:
“To overthrow the power of
the bourgeoisie and establish the

in Dritain to tie the German
workers down to forced labour?

lb‘ontfn«ed on page 4.)

R.C.P. May
Day HRally

In the rain, our London comrades
marched and sang revolutionary
workers' songs in the May Day
procession organised by the London
Trades Council.

Only the R.C.P. contingent
showed an increase in the numbers
over last year’s turn out. The
Stalinist forces had very much
declined. The Labour Parly was
absent,

Accompanied by policemen, our
section marched to join the main
part of the procession at the
‘Prince of Wales,”” With our
large party banner swaying in the
wind, and dozens of placards bear-
ing slogans, red flags and strip
danvers, the R.C.P, looked by far
the most impressive and orderly
section of the West London parade.
Only our slogans had real mean-
ing for the working class, These
demanded : “ Nationalisation with-
out Compeusesion ¥, “ For a Com-
munist Economic Teliey ", * Free
the Colonies ”, “ Workers' Comtrol
of Production”, * Against Con-
seription of Working Class Youth 7,
“For ‘a Workers’ Militia ", * For
2 Communist Germany " and many
others, ineluding the demand for
the 40 hour week and lower food
prices, with the need for com-
mittees of the working class to
control such prices.

The Stalinists had tried to pre-
vent the R.C.P. from participating
by raising an objection on the
Executive Committee of the Hendon
Trades Council, and proposing that
if need be, the police should
called in to keep us off the parade.
This anti-working class proposal
was met with defeat.

The rank and file of the C.P.
were extremely friendly.

All along the route our slogans
blazoned from every main wall,
the handiwork of 20 comrades who
stayed up all the previous night
| to do the job. These slogans
( rend : * Solidarity with the German

\\'t:r]-u_‘rs '. “ Free the Prisoners
of W ar”, “U.N.O, is a Fraud—
for World Socialism ”, ete. In

prominent letters with each slogan
were the words: “R.C.P. *Trot-
skyist '— Fourth International.”

At Notting Hill Gate, German
Prisoners of War joined with us
in singing the “Red KFlag” and
marched alongside our contingent.
Yes, only we Trotskyists gave an
I]'Ill!’i"ll:!rfﬂllﬁl character to workers'
day.

It suited us fine to he the last
contingent to enter the
Thousands flocked the grass verge
as we sang the * International .
Sections of the erowd cheered as
we entered the park.

Our meeting attracted a large
crowd and among the andience
were many C.P. rank and filers who
hsronf-d attentively and remained
for discussions after the meeting
hiad coneluded.

May Dav was a great snecess for
ounr TLondon organisation. It
brought home to thousands of
workers in the eapital the main
sloganz of our Party.

& L] *

park.

CROYDON MAY DAY — Our
Croydon comrades celebrated May
Day by marching in the loeal
Trades  Council demonstration
under our banner. They were
officially represented on the May
Day Committee.

Our contingent comtpared = very

faveurahbly with those of the other
working class organisations, heing
the largest next to the C.P. It
numbered about half the C.P. con-
tingent, which was excellent con-
sidering it was our first year to
participate. Sales of * Socialist
Appeal” were good and leaflets

(Uontinued on Page 4.)

were distributed.
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