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Het

GERMANS

A Soldier in Germany.
4.4.46.
Dear Comrade,

I am in Hamburg
an account of what is going on
under the British Control.  The
food is keeping the people on - a
starvation diet, it won't be long
before the German people will look
like the inmates of Belsen. I have
already seen their faces alter to
very pale and thin featuves.
Already people are fainting from
exhaunstion owing to the lack of
food. 'The hungry children ecrowd
aronnd our caunteen begging us 1o
give them ecakes or something to

and here is

STARVING

eat, some in tears. The people are
giving everything they possess to
obtain food, only yesterday I heard
of a woman giving a 15 jewelled

| wrist watch for a tin: of sardines.

This is the ration they are getting
for a week: Bread 23 lbs., 34 ozs.
fat, } ozs. Butter, 3iozs. meat,
4 oz cheese, flour cubig cupacity to

1 pt. Potatoes are unobtainable and
fish is sometimes secen once i
month. The rest of the diet con-

sists of one or two swedes those
who . arve Incky. [ writé this in
support of your article in the last
issne of the Socialist Appeal.
Yours faithfully,
g F.M.
-

L.P. WORKER SUPPORTS _
R.C.P. POLICY ON U.SS.R.%

Swansea,
The Editorial Board 1.5.46.
“Socialist Appeal ”,
Dear Comrades,

Article 9 of the

Communist Party Programme has
converted me fo support - your
party’s policy. 1 have long * had

Revolutionary

my doubts”, but the growth of
chauvinism, militarism, and devo-

rion to & National Hero cult in the
Soviet Union have effectively served
to alienate many like myself from
giving any degree of support ito
present-day- Russian - policies.
the world is now so obviously
drifting, or being driven, at break-
neck speed, into two c:uln]m_—l‘lm
pro-Iinssian aud the umi-_lhlﬁsnm- -
that the only realistic thing, for the
anti-imperialist worker to _(']u is to
line up with the pro-Russtan (pro
in the sense 'of your Article H)—
which must mean supporting the
Trotskyists, whatever reservanons
he may have held it the past, he-

Bur |

wcause  Trotskyism is the only
logical policy which promises
s anconditional  defenee of the

Soviet Union against all imperial-
ist powers”, while holding itself
free to criticise Stalinist policies
and development,

1 am o member of the Labour
Party, and shall continue to give
that party loyal support, except n
such matters as ean be ealenlated
dirvectly or indirectly to uphold the
eause of American-led Imperial-
ism, which has so definitely
| marked Russia down as the enemy
for World War No. 3

Your Article 8 gives the correct
| line for all who  take the anti-
| militarist position. In short, I

consider your policy deserves—in-

deed, in the critical ecircumstances

of today — demands  support

thronghout the whole Labour

| Movement. .
Yours Fraternally,

John Jennings.

WILL LAWTHER

THE CHAUVINIST

BY FRANK

If any one thing' can be said to
anite the Trade Union Bureancracy
with the DBoss Class it is their
wompne. Jmired casd founy of che
class struggle and of Internftional-
isim.

This fact is demonstrated beyond

doubt by the poisonous speech
made against international work-
ing-class  solidarity by WiLL
LAwTHEE in a recent lecture

delivered to assembled I'rade nion
Delegates at the Co-operative Hall.
Tford.

In his attempt to place the
respongibility for the crime of the
Second World slanghter on - the
baeks of the German workers, he
remarked :

“ They must fully understand
that they cannot expect to get
off scot free.”

S completely  degenerate
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Lawruer completaly glosses over
the fact that the world slaughter
was ‘oughy. not for the benefit of
| pither, the! German or the British
‘worker, Dilt solely'in the interests
of the reténtion and conguest of
markets, and the sources of raw
materials, in the interests of the
capitalist class.

In a further effort to destroy
the international unity of the
workers, LAWTHER continued :

““Ag a British Staff Officer
said—' the more sentimental
you become, the more they
(German workers) will langh
at yow'”

From this we can see fhat
Lawther! takes his class logic not
from the archives of Marxism, bnt
rather from the representatives of
the boss class, whose interests are
diametrically opposed to those of
_the British and Germau workin:-
class,

In his endeavour to justify the
and bank-

rupt capitalist system, Lawther
places the onus of the world food
SS¥ ghortage — once  again —on  the

German workers ;

“"The people who are talking
about giving up their rations
should remember that the
miners in England could do
with some extra.”

¥e pretends to forget the
restrictive measures, such as the
burning of grain and the dumping
of fish, which was carried out by
the capitalist class in the pre-war
years. He also forgets that in
America to-day there arve thousands
of tons of grain, which is not being

rade Union Movement :
“The German Trade Union

centralization.  They

appreciate that the real basis

of the Union is the Branch

Meeting.”

Apparently, Lawther wishes the
workers to forget that, during the
course of the war, the bureancracy
of the Mineworkers ['nion con-
sistently refused {o support the
legitimate struggles of the miners:
fought against the democratic
Lodge decisions, and Houted the
wishies of the rank and file.

This speech clearly indicates the
compléte betrayal of the Labour
and Trade Union Dbureancracy,
together with the Stalinists. It
shows that, in the place of inter-
nutionnlism, which nnites all
workers  irrespective  of  race,
| Lawther! and the Trade Tnion
bureaueracy attempt to raise the

|st=|m|m'd of “muational unity "
bhetween boss and worker.
\ Workers! Reject raecial an-

[tagonism-support the slogan of
| Harl Marx—** Workers of all
lands unite "—This includes the
German working class,

sent ~ to  Europe hecanse the
farmers  want  higher  prices.
Capitalist society requires blood
money ‘before it is prepared to
assist in relieving starvation.

The most ironical was his
remark in aelation to the Geprman |
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Strike Gained

BY P. NORMAN

Comrades,
The Fighting Fund must

After their ten-day strike struggle, 12,000 determined Ford workers at Dagenham,

Essex, have after a period of years of " F
firm, the right to be represented by Shop

This is the main gain of the
demands put forward by the
workers. Others included increased
wages, the subjeet of the dispute
which ‘started in  the cotter
grinders shop, when higher paid
workers from Ahe Manchestes
plant were put alongside lower
paid skilled men at, Dagenham.

Never was the feeling so strong
In Tord's as it was during the
strike, which resulted in the plunt

becoming over S0%; organised in
approximately 14 unions.
At least five mnew . A.KU.

Branches have been opened in that
area. The struggle has done in a
few days, what would have in the
ordinary way taken years.
Outside Workers Show
Solidarity
Outstanding acts of solidarity
with the Ford workers were shown
by Briges DBodies workers who
donated hall ‘a day's pay to the
strike funds, and the move on the
part of the London dockers in the
Royal Group who decided at a
special meeting not to handle any

freight or ecargo connected with
Ford’s.
The New Agreement
While it ecan be said that the

new agreement is a step forward su
far as trade unionism 1s concerned,
what mnst be noticed by the
workers of Ford's and elsewhere
18 the bureauncratic actions on the
part of Seott and Deakin, along
with other T.U. officinls, m the
slgning of this agreement witfoul
first reporting back to the ranu
and ftile.

MThe agrcement  supersedes the
cumbersome one of April 1944,
whieli was heralded by the same

Secott and Co., as a great advance

forward, (the recent strike belied
these contentions) and pots nmo
operation one, .which apart trom
the recognition of Shop Stewards,
nas a number of very insidwus
¢luuses  which are only to the
henetit of the Ford Motor Cai

i

AT TR -

TAKE OVER

rdism 7, wrung

('LAvsE 1 stafes that :—-

The Trade pions and the Come
pany agree on the need:

(a) Tu achieye efficient produc-

fion b all reasonabia
“means; and
(b) For th { introduction of
labour sdving maclines and
methods. ;
This m reality is putnmg the
.1, stamp (¢ the methods ol
Bedeaux and [ Fordism " which
the werkers fre at this wvery
moment revolting against.
Already the] management lave

speeded up thehelt conveyors, and
cut tea and washing Dbreaks aus a
part of a conkerted attack they
will launch under this clause.
Cravse 3, déaling with the Shop
Stewards, statps that enly 75 can
be elected for[12,000 workers and
that each one must have served two
years continnénsly with Ford's:
and that the Shop Stewards muse
be 25 years ¢ld. Also that all
vomplaints to Shop Stewards mus.
be made in thé workers' own time .
(ten hreaks. fite.). Yet in every
factory it |8 universally the
enstom and plru('rit-o to consult the
Shop Stewards diréctly the fore-
man has heapd the complaint, n
the firm's time.
Such is the fontemptuous manner
in which Deakin and Co. have let
this pass vgthout consulting those
whom they cldim to represent.
Cravseg #{1he wages policy in
this elause a  further sell-out
beeause the flrade TTnion officials
failed to use filie wilitaney of the
workers to dbtain overtime pay-
ment which lias never been paid
at Ford's, and is still not provided
for in the nefy agreemest,
Cravsg B ovides for the pro-
| cedure for i “failure to agree™
| from the .I'n_ll Negotiating Com-
mittee. Herklagain the Scotts and
the Deaking' lsign their names 1o
Arbitration Tribunals, which if the
war time pregedure had taught us
| nothing »-l:i.r it has shown the

i

"THE MANSIONS !

from this areh-reactionary

tewards of their respective Trade Unions.

workers clearly that such tribunals
act only on behalf of the em-
ployers.  They will continne to do
£p despite the fact that there is a
Labour Government in power.

1t was naturally not hard for
the bureaucrats to put their name
to Cluuse 9 which states that
“ there will he no stoppuge of work
till the matter has been fully dealt
with wnder the terms of the
Agreement.” Having separited
themselves from the real struggles
of the workers, they will do any-
thing for a solution rather than
lead a struggle against the em-
ployers with the only effective
weapon they have—the strike,

Aftermath and the Lessons

It is directly in the interest of
the Ford workers, if they are to
maintain their wages and condi-
lions, to campaign against these

raise at least £120 a month.
We appeal to the Party
Branches, to every comradoe,

and to every sympathiser to
help - us reach this goal,
Duaring the month of April,
including the overlapping
from the March Fund £101
was raised. 'T'his is not bad,
but we can and must do
better if we are to maintain
the regular appearance of our

press,

pernicions clauses, which have been

signed bthind their backs. By
attending their  trade union
branches and moving resolutions

Lhey ean demand that the clauses
ontlined above must be withdrawn
from the agreement.

The strike alone, a mar-
vellous show of spirit and militaney
one the part of the Ford workers.
Only by an extension of sueh
action in the future linked wirtih
the Manchester plant, ean new
gaing be made.
:proved that even the *great’
Ford management can be hrought
to their knees hy u-solid. deter-
mined body of workers. This is
the answer to the boot-licking
policy and role of the Trade Union
and C.P. officials.

For 1009 Trade Unionism.

Build strong rank and file
commitiees!

Demand through your trade
union branch that the Labour
Government nationalise the big
industries including Ford's,
without eompensation, and under
the control of the working
class,

s

LAGONDA

STRIKE

FOR A CLOSED SHOP

BY DAVE WEHEST (Thames Valley)

When on April 25th, 1,200 workers at Lagonda Moters, Staines, eame out on strike,
a tradition of many years class collaboration established by a long series of Stalinist
Shop Stewards during the war years, wasd broken,

Lagonda Motors bhecame one of
the main Stalinist strongholds in
the Thames Valley area. Today

the situation has changed. One by
one the Stalinists have been re-
| placed by militants and only a

Movement has a great love for |
fail to |

1 small minority of C(.P. stewards
| remain in office.

The ecause of the dispute at
Lagonda was the attempt of the
management to  break 1009

tradition of the Tool Room. which
has always been a eclosed shon, by
the introduction ©»° a non-trade
unionist.

After the management nad 1¢
fused the workers’ demand thar the
non-unionist shauld be taken out of
the tool room until he had joined
the TUnion, the tool room striuck
and explained their position t» a
mass meeting of the workers vwho
at once downed tools in support.
Of the 1.200 workers in the
factory less than 20 remained in.

The Strike Committee formulated
demands which ineluded the point
that no further work of Broom
and Wade, High Wyeombe

strike on a similar issue) be
handled, and that negotiations hs
opened to make the factory a
closed shop.

The Strike Committee suffered
from inexperience, but slthough
they  missed opportunities  of

making the most of the issnes in-
volvad, there ean he no doubt of

(algo on |

their sincerityl and tribute must he
paid to their Work during the five
days of the :-'ﬁrike_

A mass meeting of pricoeully
every man and woman on, strike
which was fellowed by a march
through  Staines Iligh  Svreet,
brought the  stroggle home to
many hundreds of housewives and
to the workers of Staines Lino,

Speakers were sent to neigithour-
ing factories fo give publieity to
the issue at Lagonda and aprange-
ments were in hand for broadening
the publicity.

However, Wy = Monday, April
20th. the "Trade ['mion oficials
were on  the job. The District

Secretaries and Organisers of the
AL and the, T. & GW.II,
arrived to get the workers back on
the job. The Strike Committee
were no matein for these smooth
tongued bureauerats, who proposed
that the workers should go back
in order that negotiations conld
conmence,

The Strike Committee, to their
credit  fought ™ for eight honrs
against these infamous proposals,
but at length, worn out, conseinred
to advise the workers to zo lhaek.

At a mass meeting held on Adril
20th, the Distriet officials addressed
the strike meeting., Of conrse, tiey
praised the magnificent solidarity
of the workers, and at the .«m".:m

the other big [factory in the area. |

time pleaded with them to 1ceep
the resolution to return to work.
The issue of the Labour Govern-
ment and the need for prodocrion
for the export drive being given
great stress,

Of all days, the bureancrats
sent- the strikers back to work on
May 1st! They had not even the
deceney to respect May Day.

However, it would be untrue fo
| #ay that the Lagonda
gained nothing as a result of the
struggle.  The man who had been
the initial canse of the dispute
joined the uniou by the time the
factory returned to work. The
Broom-and Wade dispute had in

the meantime been settled. in
addition to this 60 hitherto un-
organised workers took out trade
union cards.

The strike has moreover, pro-
vided many wvaluable lessons. The

strength of a well-knit shop organ-
isation and the value of mass
action has been proved. It has
also demonstrated the necessity for
a consistent srr'n;{g]f- on the part
of all members in the branches and
the workshops to remove from
office all bureauncratic officinls and
| replace them with militants pre-
| pnred to fight the bosses.

| It i to be hoped that by the
time the mnext issue arises at
| Lagonda Motors, the workers awml
their Shop Stewards will have
earned these lessons.

The stoppage has |

workers |

[t is mnot proposed to
allocate targets for the
Branches, as we aim to try
and  maintain  a  regular
monthly Fund, rather than
a series of special spurts.
OUR TARGET IS £120 A
MONTH. We appeal to
feveryone to set their own
| targets. To give the maxi-
{mum  and to seize every

HELP THE FUND

SET YOUR TARGET

opportunity  of  making or
colleeting a few shillings or
even a few pence, for the
Fighting Fund, is the moral
obligation of every comrade
and friend.

A word to the servicemen
being demobbed.  All
those who are being demobbed
|will receive gratuities. We
make a  special appeal fo
| these comrades to start their
[return to * civvy street by
giving a donation from their
|gratuity to the * Fighting
Fund *',

inn\\'

Comrade  reader! Make
collecting for the Fighting
Fund a daily habit. Utilise

your collecting cards to the
full. Give your donations
fo the * Socialist Appeal ”
sellers, or post to:
Harold Atkinson,
256. Harrow Road.
London, W.2.

formation and the wvaliant

General Report of the
Singapore General Labour
Union of all Nationalities.

When the war eame to an end
and peace was restored, the people
of the world turned to the task of

bnilding and  developing  that
Demoeraey  for which they had
fought so long. lut  here in

Maluya, as in the numerous other
Colonial countries, the heavy hand
of Imperialism has not been stayed
by the Charter of the U.N.O, The
struggle for even the most ele-
mentary human rights continues
unnbated. 1

We,  the Singapore General
Labour T'nion of all Nationalities
(mainly  Chinese, Malayr and
Indians) became established nnder
ench cireumstances and in the true
spivir of democracy. The ovgan-
Leation consists of 14 departments
-suech  as, rnbber,  communication,
tgansportation, ceohpicians, elee-
tricity, seamen, hawkeis, pttend-
ance, shopkeepers, salesmen, sty
ping, municipzl, harbour board,
food provision, and pineapple, ete.,
in all consisting of 108 branches.
Among which 45% are Chinese
workers, 409 Indian and 15%
Malayans.

On  October 25th. 1945, the
Singapore General Labour [Union
was founded : at a time when 8,000
dock workers went on strike as n
protest against the shipment of
munitions to Indonesia.

During the past few months, the
| control of trade by the British
| Military Administration has eaused
linereased unemployment and those
employed earn only 50-80 cents.
(%1 two shillings and fourpencs
sterling) per day to heln them in
their struggle against high prices
and meagre rations. At the

beginning of Diecember, the
Municipal, Nightsoil-service, Fire-

service, Public Work Department,
Tele-Com. Dept. Gas Department.
Hospital workers, Eleetricity and
Engineering, Provision, Bakery,
DBrewery and Slanghter-honse
F32.000  Iabourers) forwarded 1o
the authorities their pronosals for
a general inerease in wages. These
were  ignored and the situation
culminated in a General Strike.

The Strikers, 16,000 strong
marched to the Padang in  the
rcentre of the city on the 27th n
liold a meeting requesting an enrly
and favourable settlement. O
reaching their destination, 2.000
fully armed police conducted #a
lathi-charge against the strikers.
seriouslv injuring seven, inflictineg
light injury on 31, and afresting 11
—of whom 3 Indian workers were
senteneed to 3 months  rigorons
imprisonment. The strike was
suecessfully coneluded by nesotia-
tions conducted by the Singapore
General Labour Union togethor
with representatives of the
Malayan Communist Partv and the
Chinese community leador: Me
Tan Kah Tee. Work was recom-
menced on December 31st, wlien
the authoritjies promised ta imple-
ment wage inereases  hefore  the
15th January, 1946,

ITowever, the improvements were
not fortheoming. Discontent
spread throughont Malaya, and two
weeks after the expiry of the agree-
ment a second General Strike was
called in an effort to obtain con-
crete results and in protest against
the misrule of the British Mili-
tary Administration and the four
vears prison  sentence passed on
| Mr. Soong Kwong, General Secre-
[tary of the Selangor Anti-Jan
| Tnion. On that  dav  approx-
limately 170,000 workers striuck m
Singapore. The police were

struggles
General Labour Union written for the * Socialist Appeal
by one of the Chinese members of that Union.

" Froma
Singapore Worker

We print below an artiele giving an account of the

of the Singapore

ordered to fire on the strikers. In
Singapore a 17-vear-old member of
the Youth New Democratic League
wis beaten to death in front of the
Beach Road Police Station and in
Seletar an Indian worker was shot
in the leg and wounded so seriously
that it had to _be eut off.

On February 14th, the premises
of the Singapore General Labour
Union, thé Singapore City Com
mittee of the Malayan Communist
Party, the Youth New Democraric
League and the Ex-Servicemen of
the Malayan People’s Anti-Jap
Army Union were paided by the
police.  Subsequently, members o
the S.G.L.U. were  arrested :
Messrs. Tan Chin Choon, Han Ah

Choon, Seah Thian. Wong Bopn
See and Mei Siew.
The following day the police

apencd fire at o Public Assembly
in Bras Basah Road, two persons
were killed; many youths in the
assembly  were arrested : also the
representative  of  the Malayan
Communist Party in Singipore,
My, Lin Ah Liang, who remains
imprisoned.

Later, on Murch 7th the Chair-
g"‘d-“_ UF the S.G.L.I. ahd General
Secrctary.  of  ihe  Pan-Mulayan
Labour Union : Mr. Lu (hane Wiis
kidnapped by plain-clothes office .
(Chinese) at 6 p.m. while on his
wiy  home. Mr. Lu Cheng,
together with the Treasurer of the
S.G.L.U. and eight other leading
Trade Unionists have been deported
to China.

Sinee the re-occupation by the
British we have suffeved a sup-
pression of the fundamental human
rights all too reminiscent of the
Fascist ocenpation. In fact the
anthorities are employing former
Japanese collaborators and tools of
the notopions Kempeitai* to stup-
press political aetivities and arrest
those who valiantly fought against
them. The Military has now heen
repluced by Civil Administration,
but simultaneons transfer
number of the former does
inspire confidence.

Are such methods adonted by the
n!-;tish Government in accordance
with the Tnited Nations Charter?
Are the fruits of three and a half
vears' struggle and hardship to be
riuthless  re-impositio? of the old
f‘nln::liul svstem? These are the
fuestions we have been asking oup-
nnl\'eifﬂ and now ask von. We are
convineed that yon will be in ful!

1ot

sympathy with us and wil not
hhsih!h' to  rvender us vour full
assistance, We lLiave done the
utmost to secure the release of

or "Trade
nolitical

Flopefully,
]ll‘ﬁn!'f\ you.

* Kempeitai

Unlon Teaders and all
prisoners, but in  vain.
we  pluce  our case

- Jupanese Gestapo.

Communist Party
[aternationalism

The C.P. held a meeting in
the Bullring, Birmingham on
May Ist. The speaker de-
clared that they sent gTreet-
ings to the French, Belgian,
Dutch, Greek, Scandinavian
and Balkan workers,

A voice from the audience:
“What about the German
workers ?

Speaker: . . oaml
German  workers in
Russian occupied zone

the
the




