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MINERS MUST
CONTROL

Out with the Capitalist
Coal Board!

Dl;l_l"il‘lg the past few weeks the eapitalist press has
carried paljic articles on the “coal erisis”., Factories
in Lanecashire and in many other areas have threatened
to elose down because of the lack of fuel. The higgest
of these organised panic eampaigns was the threatened
closure of the Austin motor factory. Subsequent facts
showed that the factory had actually reecived its
allocation of coal and had no need to close down !

1t isf not at all accidental that this eapitalist seare
- eampaign coincides with the taking over of the mines under
-the Labour Government’s nationalisation scheme, It is
clear to all that these emmpaigns have as their objeet to
slander the miners and to diseredit nationalisation.

: Aﬁ; in the past, the capitalists try to place the respon-
snl'nht-y for the present crisis onto the shoulders of the
miners. Shinwell and Morrison have directly participated
in this eampaign by helding that * absenteeism” amni
“- unofficial strilies ” are responsible for the present situa-
ti?!‘l. Horrzer and Lawther, who now “ defend” the
miners, also participated in this reactionary campaign.
These same gentlemen, ons of them a * National Production
Officer,” devoted their whole energies to campaigns for

| in this conntry.
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This Spelthorne letter was made
public by the * Daily Herald”, of
Dee 17th, when Morgan Phillips,
secretary of the Labour Party, de-
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GREEK WOMEN
APPEAL FOR AID

STOP DESPATCH OF ARMS
TO GREECE

THE UN.0. SECURITY COUNCIL HAS DECIDED
TO SEND AN INVESTIGATING COMMISSION TO.
GREECE, THE FUNCTION OF THIS COMMISSION
IS MOST LIKELY TO BE THE WHITE - WASHING
OF THE BLOODY TSALDARIS ROYALIST REGIME
AND TO JUSTIFY THE OCCUPATION OF. GREECE

BY 50,000 BRITISH TROOPS.
14,000 Politicals I]eporte{] Court martials are functioning
uninterruptedly, condemuing  to

To Islands death civilians as well as troops.

-3 ey : Many of the latter having been
.‘_:nn(t.. the b!:tlml?«'t dominated | gocused of fraternisation: with the
{ Left laid down their arms, the | * pebels ™, In the first week of

December, 25 death sentences were
pronounced and more than 100

1t condemnations to life imprison-
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and so false is their alternative
line that they have not found the
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reported to be on the small island
of Anathi.
sufficient

without fuel and short of water.

sentenced to death by conrt martial
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a’ centur_-y of plunder by the capitalists, whose only
coneern is profit. Absentecisin and strikes are themselves
products of eapitalism.

The nationalisation scheme of the Labour Government
places the whole mining industry in the hands of the State,
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a capitalist State. No less than six members of the Coal |  The recent attempt of fascist b o051 . ;
Board, which is to nianage the industry, are drawn from | jos 10 S fre lo synagogues in oor Diion aenigte n:,-‘:fl‘mﬂ:f
the top layers of the eapitalist class. Natienally and in the | similar action elsewh'urethfﬁﬂsm'r:f. crutic states i3 i 4 B
~ pits themselves the same managers and directors will |\Ccative speethes against = the |2 SEVGTU 2 e
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T Alcendy the miners of Whithurn colliory. Soulh Shicldh, | ™ jmedy mt ooty = e | Complete Sty i
have expressed opposition to the maintenance of the  hatreds and prejudices, flourishes "“ﬁ:‘:ﬂ!ﬁegtfif kerihl ‘of truth mu-l
wherever anti-working class  re-| i ineq in it, whicl] is offen to be

capitafisis in power. ‘The *“News Chronicle ” (30/12/46)
reports the Lodge Sécretary as follows : “ They are dis-
appointed with the Coal Board personnel, and eontend
that in the main they are the men responsible for the
chaotie coenditions before nationalisation.”

This is the essence of the problem. 'There can be no
solution to the coal erisis and a betterment of the miners
conditions so long as the capitalists remain in control.
The present nationalisation, that is state-capitalism, can
enly inerease output, pay dividends on state bonds and the
Iage sums of compensation, at the expense of the miners
conditions, wages and safety.

Because they say that the members of the National Coal
Board and the Northern Region Board are mainly repre-
sentative of the owners, the miners at Whitburn Colliery
have refused to take part in eelebrating on New Year’s
Day the transfer of the pits to public ownership.

The miners of Whithurn have understood that the same
managers under a different name will not solve the
problem. If the pits are to be run in the interests of the
miners and the working class then firm econtrol must be
in the hands of pit cammittess eleeted by the miners,
That would bd a real step in the direetion of workers
democracy, of socialism.

The miners have generally welcomed the taking over of
the pits from the hands of the grasping coal-owners. It
is indeed a step forward, but only in the sense of economic
centralisation.

The miners and the working-elass as a whole must con-
duet a struggle for workers’ control of the mines, for the
removal of the capitalist managers and directors, wno
for years have carried out the orders of the coal barons,
for an end to the payment of eompensation which places
colossal burdens upon the miners, and for the immediate
application of the miners’ Charter.

CHARLIE DUKES

BRINGS ‘PRESTIGE
TO THE HOUSE OF LORDS

In the new honours list are several misleaders of the
working class, titled for services rendered to . . . the
ruling elass. Among these is Lord * Charlie ? Dukes,
leader of the General and Municipal Workers’ Union.

Lords has restored its prestige.”

* vening Standard ", Jan. 1st.

It may be true that one never
heard a eriticism of the “House of
Lovds in the eireles of Charles
Twukes. This only goes to show
Low long it is sinee these leaders
have mixed with the members of
the working class, When the
members of his union read abont

* There doesn’t seem much scnse
in covering up your name when it |
is fairly well known,” said Dukes.
71 think I shall just ecall myself
Lord Dukes.”

“Mhare used to be a great deal
of criticism of the Touse of Lords
among Socialists. You never hear

! action is to be found. -
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| their foul racial hatred.

found in Stalinist ldocuments ,this
is a dangerous and indeed poison-
ous doenment, which. if it gains
support, ean divert the attention of
those workers who are genuinely
pritical of the foreign policy of the
Tahour leaders and who seek o
eshange that poliew

Tt is mueh more likely to heln
the Tabour leaders than to assist

The British workers munst under-
stand eclearly that anti-semitism is
a threat 'to their own. interests.

The latest manifestations of this
race hatved followed swiftly on the
flogging of some Dritish officers and
soldiers by the Jewish terrorists
Palestine. The anti-semitic
fusecist groupings here have seized
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The organised working class |
must not allow the stupidity of PHILLIPST REPLY
the Zionist terrorists to  weaken
their determination to keep the Replying in the ¥ Daily Herald”,
faseists in their place. ‘Protests, | Morgan Phillips salys: * While it is
uniless  accompanied by  direet, | true  that socialists believe that
orzanised action by the trade | eapitalist society | contains rtend-
unions and  Labour organisa- = encies which may fead to war they | 4
ations to ~prevent the fasecists | do not believe thaf only eapitalizm
coming omt, will enconrage the [ produces  war” He proceeds to
fascists tn come out of the sewers. | argne that capitalism is a fnil-l_"l

THE ANGLO-TRANIAN OIL CO. HAS

20 YEARS._
Vast Resources in
Middle East

1.8.8.R. 11.3, Venezueln 11, Nether-
lands East Indies 18, Mexico 1.2,
Columbia 1, and Roumania 0.8,

The oil reserves of the Middle fm“'- great  resources oi  the
Fast are tremendous, Although un- | Middle East have hardly been
il now less than 150 * wildeat ™ | touched, This 1egion, so rich _in
wells have been drilled " in the | reserves of oil, prodnees only 5.9%

of world output | (1943), while
[1.8.A. produces (i6.1 per cent. The
output~ of Middle East oil wells
is thus only 0.7 per cent. of the
| proven oil resources in the regiom,
while T.S.A. output is 6.3 per cent.
of its proven oil resources. Other
estimates rate the richness of the

whole Middle East in ovder to tap
its reserves, in. the U.S.A. more
than twenty times this number
are drilled every year. Bot it is
already clear that the Middle East
reserves are at least cbmparable
with those of the TLS.A.

_ Aeeording to the reports pre-
pared by experts of the United
States Government Petrolenm | higher.
Administration for War (PL.A.W.), | resources

According to one, the oil
in Saudi Arabia alone

it nowadays. We have moved his promotion to the illustrions
from the idea of abolishing the Upper House, Charlie should haye
House of Louvds. In the last heard the rude, but good old

quarter of a century the House of socialist remarks !

the Middle East has 30.7 per cent. | could satisfy the total world de-
of the total proven oil resources of | mand for 15 years. '_l'_llr. quantify
the world, while TU.S.A. has 39.6, ! of oil in Iraq or Iran is estimated

Worlid Stru
US. to Extend Influence

ANNOUNCED
AGREEMENT FOR THE SALE OF LARGE QUANTITIES OF
CRUDE OIL TO THE STANDARD OIL CO. OF NEW JERSEY
AND THE SOCONY VACUUM OIL €O. FOR A PERIOD OF

Middle Bast countries in oil even |
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| to be no less than that in Suaudia
Arabia. E. de Golyer, the noted |
oil expert, in a report prepared for |
the United States Petrolenm  Re- |
sonrees Corporation stated: ™ The
]uuutm of gravity of world oil is!
shifting from the Mexican Galf |

and Carribean area to the Middle |

Tast-Persian  Gulf area :'mfl. is
likely to continue to shift until it

is firmly established in that area.”
Tmperialist Interests

The position of the various im- |

perialist Powers differs as regards
control of oil in the Middle East.
The Oilfields of Tran arve in the
hands of the Dritish alone. The
attempts of the U.S.A, to acquire
a concession over oil in Northern
[ran have failed, owing to Russian

ONE OF THE

POSSIBILITY OF

gle for Oil

i

n - Middle  East

TERMS OF THE AGREEMENT IS THE
INVESTIGATION BY THE PARTIES OF THE
CONSTRUCTING A PIPELINE FROM THE

ULF TO THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN.”

opposition. The fields of
Arabia on the Persian Gulf, and
Bahrein, are in American hands,

Saudi concessions it parts of the Arabian
Peninsula, including the whole
length of the Red Sea coast; and
The T7.8.A. has also got exploratory also in Syria, Lebanon and 'l’tll!.'f_i-
leases for areas in Bgypt. I'tanee tine. The coleession over l\nw_alt
has no company of lLer own, in- belongs half to the :}Hg]li-}l'illll!lll
dependently uctive in the field of | Co. and Kalf to the Gulf leL'llfl"l-
oil ontput in the Middle East, but tion Co., -subsidiary to the Gulf
(il Corporation of the TLS.A,

a4 French Company is a partner of

the Traq Petroleum Co. In 11:--\ Britain Held

Irag Petrolenm Co., two British i e

gronps — Anglo-Saxon  Petrolenm Decisive Position

Clo. and D'Arey Exploration Co.— Until now, with the oil vf-.-ll.-‘ of
own 474 per cent. of the shares, | Saudi Arabia and Bahrein net

1 | developed, England has had a de-

an American Company—=Standard ;

[0l Co. 231 per cent., end = ' ecisive position in the produetion o
| French  Company Compagnic | oil in the Middle East, as may b
Prancaise de Petroles — 233 per i seen from the following figures of

"the distribution of oil produetion in
Middle East among the
{UContinued on Page 4.)
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cont. ; the other 5 per eent. 'le-'m-.:;\-I
to u rich Armenian who owns the | the
ficlds., The Irag Petroleum Co. has |



